UNIT 14: REDUCTION OF VPs. VARIATION WITHIN THE VP


ELLIPSIS AND SUBSTITUTION

In spontaneous speech we tend to make communication more effective by avoiding syntactic complexity and unnecessary repetition and reducing redundancy. Grammar helps us simplify speech through ellipsis (omission) or substitution of complex structures with pro-predicates. Our knowledge of the clausal patterns in English makes us capable of interpreting the reduced units. 

1.a. Read the text and reduce the underlined parts. 

Passing the Point of No Return
Luke was wearing a somber suite, badly pressed and not very clean. Thin and tall, he stooped over me as he talked, and with his long nose he looked like a melancholy bird.

“Judy and I’ve split”, he said and looked over my shoulder, the way people look over one’s shoulder at parties, when they’re looking for someone more interesting.

“Can I do something?”, I asked guardedly.

“No, Martha. You can do nothing”, he sighed. “She left me.”

“Did she say why she’d left you?”

“She did not really say why she’d left me.”

“Did you ask her to give you a second chance?”

“I asked her to give me a second chance, but she wouldn’t give me a second chance. She packed her bags and left just like that. I couldn’t believe it, but that’s the sort of thing she did.”

“Just like that? She can’t have left you just like that. I know Judy.”

“Don’t you believe me?” Luke looked at me pleadingly.

“Who cares what I believe?” 

“I care what you believe”.

“Oh, no, Luke. You don’t care what I believe. You’re just trying to make it easy for yourself, aren’t you trying to make it easy for yourself?”

Before he had time to remonstrate, I turned and left.

b. Distinguish between ellipsis and substitution. Give examples of each from the text. 

	Omitted (resulting in ellipsis)
	Substituted (by pro-predicates)

	can do (nothing) - 0
	look – do

	
	

	
	


2. Insert suitable pro-predicates in the gaps below. 
1. Most students are making more progress now than they ……….. last year.
2. A: It makes you cry. B: What……….?
3. Tell her the truth. Go on, ………, or I ………. .
4. A: Have you ever tasted sushi? B: I don’t think ………, but I ………, if you …………..
5. A: I haven’t met your new boyfriend. B: But you ……… ………… He sang at the karaoke club last night. You were sitting next to me, after all.
6. A: May I borrow your pen?  B: Please ………
7. A: Are there going to be European parliament elections soon? B: I believe ……………
8. A: Would you like me to give you a lift to the airport tomorrow? B: Yes, I would like you ………….. (N.B. Please, provide two different variants).
9. A: Did they really see him cheating at the exam? B: Yes, they caught him…………….
3. Add suitable pro-predicates after the underlined words.

(1) I don’t believe a word she says and neither……………………………………

(2) I don’t expect children to be rude, nor…………………………………………

(3) Joe was a little upset and so ……………………………………………………

(4) Helen comes to visit me as often as…………………………………………….

(5) We need that money more than……………………………………………….

4. Complete the answers in an appropriate way.

A: Will you be late home tonight?

B: I am afraid……………….

A: You will be going to Nancy’s party next week, won’t you?

B: I expect………..

A: Were they angry about the decision?

B: It certainly seemed ………….

A: Has John gone home?
B: It appears………

A: Do you smoke?

B: I must admit……….

A: I imagine they will have already left.

B: I suspect…………

5. Correct or edit the following sentences, using ellipsis and substitution.
1. A: They think he is mad. B: We do it too.
2. I know as well as does everybody in this room that she is innocent. 
3. Club members have always paid and always will pay their fees . 
4. She understands the problem better than he understands it.
5. A: John won’t drive the car. B: Why will not he?
6. He nearly always spotted me, even though he pretended not to spot me.
7. A: John mustn’t do that. B: Definitely, doesn’t have to.
8. The question is whether they are going or not going abroad.
9. Every normal person in the world can and speaks at least one language.
10. John may have and Bob has certainly passed the exam.
	CONCLUSION
	
	We can reduce verb phrases either through ………………………….. or ……………………….. Pro-predicates usually stand for the complete simple or analytical VP.  In the case of extended VPs different parts can be referred back to through pro-predicates. In the absence of an operator (i.e. in a simple VP), ……… is introduced. Some words like………………………………, etc. trigger reduction.




GRAMMATICAL VERB CATEGORIES

In addition to the lexical meaning expressed by the main verb, finite VPs also convey information about time, progress or completion, emphasis or neutrality, etc. In other words, VPs vary in terms of grammatical categories such as tense, aspect, mood, voice, modality, etc.

6.a. Explain how the underlined VPs under (a) differ from those under (b).

(1) a. This text illustrates the options listed as ABCD.


b. The text describing the options as ABCD is on page 321.

(2) a. Are you listening to me?

b. Sorry. I was listening to the BBC.

(3) a. Who misplaced my pen?

b. I haven’t touched it.

(4) a. I hope Jim comes on time. 

b. Ah, well, he may come on time for a change. Who knows?

(5) a. I adore figs.

b. I don’t.

(6) a. Betty listened so tensely that after a while she heard the people talking in the other room.

b. So tensely did she listen that after a while she heard the people talking in the other room.

(7) a. They will build a new supermarket in this neighborhood.

b. A new supermarket will be built in this neighborhood

b. Describe the following five VPs in terms of grammatical categories. Follow the example.

	Gram. Category
	illustrates
	was listening
	haven’t touched
	may come
	will be built

	Finiteness
	finite
	
	
	
	

	Tense
	present
	
	
	
	

	Progressive aspect
	unmarked
	
	
	
	

	Perfect aspect (Correlation)
	unmarked
	
	
	
	

	Modality
	unmarked
	
	
	
	

	Polarity
	positive
	
	
	
	

	Voice
	active
	
	
	
	

	Emphasis
	unmarked
	
	
	
	


7.a. Change the forms of the lexical verbs in brackets, marking the grammatical categories given next to them. 

The auditorium darkened and advertisements ……………………(1. appear – Past Tense) on the screen. Minty ……………(2. watched – Perfect Aspect/Correlation) often before such commercials with puzzlement, but she ………………(3. understood – Negative Polarity) a word of them, nor an image. The music pounded and explosive lights flashed across the screen. They ………………... (4. succeeded – Passive Voice) by something romantic and dreamy. To her annoyance, a man who …………(5. come in – Past Tense + Perfect Aspect/ Correlation) ………………(6. edge – Past Tense + Progressive Aspect) along the row in front of her. He probably ………………. (7. can see – Past Tense + Negative Polarity) where he was. How long …………he ……………. (8. stand – Interrogative) like that? More swiftly than she ……………………. (9. believe – Modal ability + Past Tense + Perfect Aspect/Correlation) she’d do it, she …………… (10. snatching – Finite) her bag and rushed out.

b. Compare texts with a partner. Discuss.

SUBJECT-PREDICATOR AGREEMENT

The subject-predicator nucleus is identifiable not only by the lexical meaning of its parts (typically NPs and VPs), but also by the grammatical markers they carry. These markers signal the interrelationship between the two elements called agreement (concord). It is through agreement that the predicator/finite VP obtains the categories of number and person from the subject /NP. 
8.a. Finish the following sentences. 

(1) Changes in the weather…………………………………………………

(2) During winter I………………………………………………………….

(3) A laid-back person……………………………………………………... 

(4) Some of my friends……………………………………………………...

b. Explain how the form of the subject determines the form of the predicator.
9. Underline the appropriate verb form(s). Account for your choice(s). 

1 Everybody know/knows what they have to do.

2. Everyone of us has/have their own burden to shoulder.

3 The employment of girls and boys under sixteen is/are strictly for bidden 

4. What are often regarded as poisonous fungi is/are sometimes safely edible.

5. What are these things doing here is/are what I'd like to know.

6.  War and peace is/are a constant theme in history.

7. War and peace is/are alternatives between which man must constantly choose.

8. 'War and Peace' is/are a fascinating novel.

9. The public is/are demanding an official enquiry.

10. The Seven Sisters is/are a line of chalk cliffs on the coast of Sussex.

11. The seven wonders of the world was/were well-known in ancient times.

12. None but the brave deserve/deserves the fair.

13. Neither John nor Mary has/have replied to my letter.

14. Physics, as well as chemistry, is/are taught at this school.

15. How is it that your answer and your neighbour’s is/are identical?

	CONCLUSION
	
	The subject-predicator nucleus displays a relationship of …………... This type of relation holds between two constituents that are marked for the same ……………… category. In this case the subject and the predicator (more specifically its finite element) are marked for the categories of …………… and ………….. .


10.а. Translate into Bulgarian.

I was a boy of twenty-one in the hot summer of 1962 when I found myself in Sicily, outside the gate of the Villa Moro. In those days I traveled with one change of clothes. I wore a jacket over a T-shirt, and a pair of jeans. My bag was so small I didn’t look like a traveler but rather like a student on his way from school, with books and papers. In addition, I carried a small sketchpad that allowed me to stop whenever I felt like it and make a quick pencil drawing of the scene. With so little to carry it was easy for me to explore and make sudden decisions: to stay, to move on, to kill time at the beach, to hitchhike, or to sleep third-class on the night train to save money. Usually I wouldn’t decide where to stay until nightfall, and now it was hardly mid-morning. Of course I couldn’t afford Villa Moro. Still, I lingered in front of the villa’s walls. Eventually, I went in, crossed the hot terrace, and ordered a cup of coffee and a glass of water, pretending to be poised. 

b. Exchange translations with a colleague. Discuss the differences, if any.

ADDITIONAL PRACTICE – UNIT 14

1. а. Translate the following sentences into Bulgarian.
(1) а. John stood at the door, watching the children play.

      b. John stood at the door and began to knock.

(2) a. Mary found a dollar on the table.

      b. Mary found a dollar on the table each morning.

b. Compare the verb forms in each part and discuss how aspect is signalled in Bulgarian and English?

2.a. Complete the table with suitable forms of the verbs write and be:

	Simple
	PAST
	PRESENT
	FUTURE

	Indicative mood 
	
	write/writes/am/is
	

	Imperative mood
	
	
	

	Subjunctive mood
	
	
	

	Composite
	
	
	

	Modal 
	
	
	

	Progressive
	
	
	

	Modal + Progressive
	
	
	

	Perfect
	
	
	

	Perfect + Progressive
	
	
	

	Modal + Perfect + Progressive
	
	
	


b. Give definitions of (1) tense, (2) progressive aspect, (3) perfect aspect (correlation), (4) mood and (5) modality.

c. Which verb categories in English are basic, which are synthetic (inflected) and which are analytical?

3. Put the verbs in brackets in the right form. Explain your choice.

(1) A: I (imagine) it’s late. B: You (imagine) too many things.

(2) A:   you (mind) my opening the window? B: Of course, I (aux). 

(3) Go to the cinema, I (mind) the baby.

(4) A: What you (think) about? B: John’s decision. You (think) he’s right?

(5) A: I (smell) something nasty. B: Yeah, Mom (smell) the fish suspiciously. It (smell) nasty.

(6) (Taste) the soup and tell me how it (taste).

(7) You always (doubt) my words.

(8) She (look) more and more like her mother.

(9) Mary (be) a good girl today, for a change. 

(10) I (forget) my English.

(11) You (forget) your manners?

(1) 4. Translate into English. Compare translations and discuss.

(2) Вчера сутринта боядисах шкафа.

(3) Вчера сутринта боядисвах шкафа.

(4) Турците са завзели Константинопол през 1453 год.

(5) Виждал ли си Иван миналата седмица?

(6) Не съм го виждал вчера.

(7) Кой е счупил прозореца?

(8) За пръв път пия боза.

(9) Тези дрехи се внасят от Германия.

(10) Тези дрехи са внесени от Франция. 
(10) Роден/а съм през…..
5. Read the text below carefully. Account for the humor in it by explaining what grammatical features of English it is based on.

A policeman spotted a jay walker and decided to challenge him, 'Why are you trying to cross here when there's a zebra crossing only 20 metres away?'   

'Well,' replied the jay walker, 'I hope it's having better luck than me.' 
6. Finish the short conversations in the most natural way, using the shortest possible structures.

1. I hope Mary isn’t coming to the board’s meeting tomorrow morning.

    I believe …………

    I ………………. so.

2. I don’t think you have heard about my latest book.

    Indeed, I………………

    Actually, I ………………..

    I suppose……………….

3. I don’t think Peter knows what he is talking about.

    I  don’t think…………….

    I think………………….

    Neither…………………..

4. I hope this will not affect our collaborative relations in any adverse way.

    I hope ………………….

    I do……………..

    So…………………..

5. My cat seems not to like you.

    Indeed it……………..

    I am afraid, it ……………..

6. Come with us this weekend to Bansko!

     I definitely ………….. (accept)

     I (want)…………………….. (refuse)

7. Translate the following text into Bulgarian paying attention to VPs and their categories. 

Our Taste for the Irrational

Steven Pinker asked in 2004, while accepting the "The Emperor's New Clothes Award" how in the world we develop this powerful tastes for apparently irrational beliefs. In musing on an answer, Pinker quotes H.L. Mencken as saying that "the most common of all follies is to believe passionately in the palpably not true. It's the chief occupation of humankind."

Believing in Witches: A Universal Phenomenon? 

Religious beliefs are, according to ethnographers, universal. In all communities, people believe that the soul lives on after death, that we can change the world and discover the truth by performing rituals, and that illness and misfortunes are the result of and can be improved by a variety of invisible entities such as spirits, ghosts, saints, evils, demons, cherubim, Jesus, devils, gods and witches (Pinker, 2004). Pinker (2004) gives an example: that of the contemporary United States. Turns out that 25% of Americans believe in witches, 50% in ghosts, 50% in the devil, 50% believe that the Book of Genesis is literally true, 69% believe in angels, 87% believe Jesus was raised from the dead, and 96% believe in a god or a universal spirit (Pinker, 2004).

Believing in Witches: An Evolutionary Phenomenon? 

Robin Briggs (1996) explains our fondness for the irrational with evolutionary psychology, suggesting that we have believed in witches, ghosts, the devil, angels, and other invisible entities for so long and in so many different places that it has become part and parcel of the human psyche, a predisposition if you will, to look for that what is hidden and wicked. Such an inclination may have come in handy when it came to survival. Struggling peasants of early modern Europe for example, survived by maintaining the unity of the community by outcasting others- oftentimes people had already separated themselves from other members of the community beacuse of their hostility, aggression or extreme shyness.  Shyness or aggressiveness quite often deviates from the group norms, and can be a reason for rejection. In that sense, social rejection might be the way in which the group expresses its disapproval of violation of those norms. In outcasting those who violate those norms, the group ensures its own survival.

Yet, as Steven Pinker points out, the survival argument might not be the whole answer. Believing in the supernatural, black magic invisible creatures benefits us also in other ways. We desire health, love and success, and sometimes, our experiences really do seem to evidence something mysterious and divine.

For the sake of economy in actual speech verb phrases can be reduced. We rely on contextual cues to recover the reduced parts.


VPs can vary in different ways. They can be marked for different grammatical categories such as tense, progressive aspect, perfect aspect (correlation), modality, voice and mood or reduced for the sake of economy. VPs functioning as predicators in finite clauses agree in person and number with the respective subjects.
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