UNIT 15: TENSE


TIME AND TENSE
1.a. Underline the finite VPs in the following text.

How I Spent My Thanksgiving Holiday 
I hope you all had a fabulous Thanksgiving! I did the usual, spent time with Mom, saw extended family and special friends, helped prepare our holiday fare, and last but not least shopped on Black Friday. 


My brother Dan did not join us, as he usually spends his holidays away from home, often at camping sites with friends. He enjoys camping because he can relax without my parents with his friends and they can do what they want.


Mom and I did holiday shopping for each other so we both could pick exactly what we wanted. No surprises but no returns either. We had been fishing around for more than an hour when we spotted it – the most gorgeous cookbook she had really wanted. She was thrilled. Oh and did I mention I ate too much over the holidays? Mom had been preparing dishes for days before my aunt arrived with homemade mashed potatoes with butter and stuff. How was I supposed to turn THAT down? 
I’m guessing one or two of you MIGHT have also indulged.
b. Make a list of the verb forms that have grammatical markers for tense.

2.a. Determine the tense -time relationship in the following sentences (disregarding progressive and perfect aspect (correlation)).
(1) He lived in London for a year.

(2) Mike suddenly hit his opponent.

(3) If I were you, I would forgive him.

(4) The plane leaves for Brussels at 2 o’clock sharp. 

(5) FEDERER WINS (Headline)

(6) I live in Sofia.

(7) Jeremy won’t be satisfied until he gets what he wants this time. 
(8) There Jane appears, sees me and starts screaming her silly head off. 
(10) I wish I knew Japanese. I am fascinated with that peculiar culture.

(11) I hear that you are getting married.  

b Underline the correct alternatives in the following statements.

1. There are three/two/twelve tenses in English.

2. There is/there is no future simple tense in English.

3. Time is a notional/grammatical category.

4. Tense is a grammatical device used to situate the event in a particular time frame/to point the nature of the activity.

5. There is/there is not a one-to-one relationship between time and tense.

6. Each tense has only one/multiple meaning(s).

7. Finite verb forms in English are/are not inflected to express future time.

8. There are various/there is a single way(s) to indicate future time reference in English.  

	CONCLUSION
	
	There is no one-to-one correlation between tense and time. Time is a …………………… category defined relative to the moment of speaking as present, past and future. Tense is a ………………….. category which is morphologically marked on the main verb in a VP. There are two tenses in English – present and past. 

The future, however, is expressed ……………..., with the help of …………………

Tense combines with other grammatical categories such as aspect and mood. .


PRESENT TENSE

Simple present tense denotes time apart from aspect. It is marked in the 3rd p. sg. form of the verb by adding –s to its base, while a tensed but non-inflected form indicates all other person and number options, i.e. there is zero marking. Exceptions to this rule are all modal verbs, which in Present-day English have no tense distinctions and the verbs BE and Have, which have more and diversely marked tense forms. 
3. Present tense denotes mainly facts, activities and events that include the moment of speaking and are based on a notion of stended present time. Read the following sentences and classify the present tense forms according to their meaning.

	Personal characteristics 
	General truth
	Habitual or repeated activities
	Running commentary

	enjoys
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


1. Dan enjoys camps and spending his time with friends.
2. Johnson passes the ball to Ivanovich, he misses it and falls dramatically to the ground. 
3. Superstitions are ointment for the soul.
4. Sometimes I go on holidays with my parents on my father’s boat.
5. I firmly believe in forgiveness and always try to forgive my enemies all bad deeds.
6. I often bicycle to school in spring.
7. I pour the simmering water onto the flour, stir gently and add the syrup.
8. The disappearance of socks is heavily biased towards the accumulation of odd socks
4.a. Present tense has other uses, too. Read the sentences under A and define their time reference. 

b. Use the definitions under B and label these uses of the present tense. 




A

(1) Car bomb rocks Bilbao in northern Spain.

(2) Aristotle thinks that reason is not located in space and time.

(3) Take your travel bag with you in the cabin. You have only 20 minutes to catch the connecting flight. 

(4) Mark Lynas rummages through his filing cabinet like a badger. Eventually he finds what he is looking for. 

(5) If manufacturers fail to meet the standards, action will be taken against them.

(6) Pakistan resumes Afghan supplies.




B

(a) historical (dramatic) present
(b) newspaper headlines 

(c) schedules, time tables
(d) if-clauses 

	CONCLUSION
	
	Usually present tense has ……… time reference. It expresses different types of present activities, facts, general truths, characteristics, etc. Often, present tense forms encode different temporal references - ……………. or ………….. and have more diverse uses: ……………, ,…………….,………………………………………………………….. etc.


PAST TENSE

Simple past tense is marked in regular verbs by adding -ed to their base forms. Irregular verbs derive their past tense forms by different morphological processes (suppletion, root vowel mutation, etc.). 
5.a. Past tense mainly denotes actions or a series of actions in the time period prior to the moment of speaking. Rewrite this story in the past tense.

Rolls Royce Loan

A businessman walks into a bank in San Francisco and asks for the loan officer. He says he is going to Europe on business for two weeks and needs to borrow $7,000. The bank officer says the bank will need some kind of security for such a loan. 

So the businessman hands over the keys to a Rolls Royce parked on the street in front of the bank. Everything checks out, and the bank agrees to accept the car as collateral for the loan. An employee drives the Rolls into the bank's underground garage and parks it there. 

Two weeks later, the businessman returns, repays the $7,000 and the interest, which comes to $19.67. The loan officer says, "We are very happy to have had your business, and this transaction has worked out very nicely, but we are a little confused. While you were away, we checked you out and found that you are a multimillionaire. What confuses us is why would you bother to borrow $7,000?" 

The businessman replied, "Where else in San Francisco can I park my car for two weeks for $20 bucks?"

b. Underline the regular past tense forms and circle the irregular ones. 

6. a. Match the meaning definitions with the sentences they correspond to. 

      A.

1. I often went to my friend’s house when we were in the fifth grade. 

2. John hit Mike without obvious reason at the party last night.

3. The intruder hit the bank guard for a long time before he ran away with the money.

4. Cook set his drink down on the table, leaned forward and picked up the receiver.

5. John worked for the government from 1992 to 1995 but then set up his own investigation company.

6. He gazed at his wife while she sang.

B.

(a) completed activity over a past period 

(b) habitually repeated past activities or a repeated past activity/momentary act
(c) instantaneous past activity 

(d) a succession of past activities 

(e) parallel past activities  

b. Past tense has other uses. What is the time reference of the finite verb in each sentence?  Discuss the use of the tense forms with non-past time reference?

1. Could you, please, tell me how I can get from here to the station?

2. I studied Latin last year.

3. If only we had a phone.

4. Would you mind stepping in for me tomorrow?
5. My sister and I had only one pair of mittens between us and we always went out one by one.

6. If I saw a python in my armchair now, I would not scream. I love all living creatures.

7. I would think students were more anxious to unravel the hidden complexities of language. 
8. Mary Albright had fresh ideas but she never shared them with the right people.

7. Translate the following sentences into Bulgarian.

1. If the Bears won, my aunt Glen would be rich. 
2. Who is Jonathan Floss? – That would be my cousin, sir.

3. They would never hire a smoker in my former school.
4. Before he became a teacher of English he used to be an accountant. 
5. I studied hard for my exams and was pleased with the final results.

6. If only I were a few inches taller, I could be a fashion model.

7. Could I help you in any way, sir?

8.  Listening to a lot of soul music could lead to depression.
9. When I went to see my granny I would first kiss her and then sit next to her in front of the fire. 
	CONCLUSION
	
	Past tense forms usually have …………… time reference. They are often used to describe …………….. situations or express ………………… and …………………


THE FUTURE

English has many means of expressing future time reference. There is not a morphological tense form. The most frequent way of referring to the future is through an analytic form – the central modals shall/will + main verb or semi-modals + main verb.

8. а. Read the text and underline the analytic verb forms that denote future time. 

Online debate: What does the future hold? 

You sent us your visions of possible futures and we published the most pertinent, amusing and down-right absurd. Scroll down the page to read them. 

1) People will travel less in the future. With the rapidly depleting stocks of oil and the rapidly increasing use of oil, the price is sure to rise to a point where travelling will become very expensive. So I'll be telling my wide-eyed grandkids about the time when everyone used to fly around in airplanes.
2) I don't think much will change. Fundamental problems remain. Though there will be more and more people becoming rich, the rich will become ultra rich, thereby firmly maintaining the divide. Medicine, changing global weather patterns and exploration of other planets will become hot topics. Fed up with this ever changing world and stress, more and more people will shun technology.
3) Bar codes on everybody's forehead. When you leave the house there will be a camera at the end of the garden path that will flash you, and it will know if you have ever gone too fast - ie in your car, bike, push chair or rollerskates. It will know if you paid your council tax, if you smoked or drank or anything else it can get money out of you for and then send you a bill for it. Oh, and don't forget to pay it within 7 days or that will be another fine. 
4) Cashless society. Credit chips will be implanted into palm of hand and will also act as bio-metric DNA-based ID card.
5) Technology will play are more important part in daily lives affecting all people. More people will be lured to finance and city jobs, the traditional manufacturing industry will vanish. People will be ever more competitive to stay ahead. There will be more people holding a university degree. The population will age as birth rate and marriage rate both decrease while life expectancy increases.

6) Nothing will really change that dramatically. There will be the obvious improvements in medical treatment and technology, as there has 
b. Write three different predictions for the next five years: 
(1) NEGATIVE


(2) NEUTRAL


(3) POSITIVE

9. a. Mark the sentences in which will/won’t refer to the future.

1. I won’t come to your party on Saturday. I am leaving for Paris tomorrow.

2. I am in a difficult situation right now. My wife won’t speak to me and her mother blames it on me and won’t allow me to see the children who are staying with her. 

3. By the year 2010 more than 100,000 people will have died of AIDS in Europe only.

4. Readers of 24 Hours will have recently noticed several lengthy articles on corruption in academic establishments.

5. On a calm day I will get home at around six and will enjoy a glass of wine with my neighbor, while on a hectic day I will get home after 9 and I will slouch in front of the TV.
6. I will be reading computer linguistics next year.

7. I was the only student with homework, so the teacher said, “You will read it aloud.” 
 b. Point out the time reference of the remaining sentences.

10. Circle the best phrasal exponent of futurity in each sentence.  
be going to, be to, be about to, be on the point (brink, verge) of, to be bound (sure, due) to 

1. He ………………. tell her the truth, when he saw the police inspector coming.

a) was to        b) was going to       c) was bound to             d) was due to

2. I …………… speak next. Wish me luck.

a) am to          b) am sure        c) am about to       d) am bound to          

3. She ………….. leaving him, when she understood she was pregnant.

a) is going     b) is on the point of      c) was on the brink of        d) would be on the verge of

4. Don’t ask me. Ask Susan, she is the expert. She …………….. know the right answer.

a) is going to           b) is bound to      c) is about to      d) is on the verge of
5. Do not leave, please! Peter …………… come any minute now. He knows how important this is for us.

a) was about to        b) is going to       c) is sure to          d) will be to 

	CONCLUSION
	
	Futurity pertains to modality and there are various ways in which speakers can refer to potential events. Besides the fully grammaticalized ways of expressing future time reference, there are numerous ………………. that express different …………. of meaning.


TENSE IN REPORTED SPEECH

Reported speech is a way to relate the words and thoughts of others without directly quoting them. If the reporting verb is in the past, the reported states or actions are reinterpreted temporally to be congruent with it. This is achieved by shifting the deictic center from the moment of speaking to a different reference point.
11. Complete the text under B with the sentences under A using reported speech. 




A

(1) “I was cheated of a birthday present.” 

(2) “I intend to buy a certain pair of working gloves, which are sold in Dan’s Store in 

town.”
(3) “Instead of taking the trouble to figure out on his own something I would like, my husband asked our neighbors, (4) ‘Pick them up when you drive into town’”
(5) “Do you think it’s a good idea?”
(6) “It certainly is a good idea.”

(7) “He means it.”

(8) “You can go if you want.”



B


Nancy told us how (1) ………………………………………………………….

A week before, she had mentioned that (2)…………………………………….. ………………………………………………………………………………….

(3)……………………………………………………………………………….. (4)……………………………………………………………………………….
Betty explained how she communicated with her husband. If she wanted to go do something, like go to the cinema, she asked him whether (5) ………………………..

If he said (6)………………………………………………., she knew that (7) ………

…………………. However if he said (8)………………………………………………………..,

then the tone of his voice, facial expression, and all elements of conversation gave her a clue that he’d rather she didn’t go. 
b. Translate the completed text into Bulgarian. Compare the two texts and discuss the differences.

ADDITIONAL PRACTICE – UNIT 15

1.a. Read through the following sentences and underline the forms that indicate 

present time reference.

(1) I declare the games open.  

(2) I speak French fluently.  

(3) The spring semester starts on March 1st. 

(4) After lunch Mr. Brown sleeps for two hours. 

(5) Oil floats on water. 

   (6) Plants will die without water. 

   (7) XVI c. Copernicus claims that the Earth orbit the Sun.

   (8) EU cuts down on Bulgarian road rehabilitation funds

   (9) Moore passes the ball to Charlton, and Charlton scores! 

    (10) If you cheat at the exam tomorrow, you will be expelled. 

b. Match the above sentences and the meaning definitions below.

(a) general truth

(b) running commentary

(c) if-clause

(d) personal characteristics

(e) time table

(f) habitual/ repeated activity

(g) newspaper headlines

(h) instantaneous present (perfomative)

(i) historical present

2. Ex. 2.
a. Read the following text and underline the past tense forms.

1. Catty usually checked into the Hotel Washington at 15th and Pennsylvania.

2. It wasn’t Washington’s’ finest, but it was nice.

3. She went to her room, hung up a few items of clothing, freshened up, and headed for her appointment.

4. She drove along the George Washington Memorial Parkway until reaching a sign that read Central Intelligence Agency.

5. She turned off the highway and onto a road leading to a modern fortress-like building.

6. She stopped, presented her credentials to two uniformed guards, and explained the purpose of her visit.

7. Hank waited for her to approach the entrance.

8. His craggy face broke into a smile and he extended two large hands.

9. “Coffee? He asked.

   “If it’s as good as it used to be”

10. Hank’s special blends of coffee were well known throughout the agency, and being invited to share a pot carried with it the symbolism of acceptance and friendship.

b. Match the underlined forms and the meaning definition below.
a. single past action

b. repeated past action

c. succession of past actions

d. discontinued habitual past action or state

e. activity extending over a period in the past 

f. past state
3. Choose the most appropriate verb from the box and put it in the required form to fill in the gaps. 
	try, see, fumble, be (3), have, get (2), fall, ask, say, agree, weave, reply, begin


The policeman …….. the bar under surveillance a few minutes before closing time, so he …….. who comes out drunk. 
The first one out the door at 2:00 o'clock ……… down the sidewalk, then …… on the curb. Sluggishly he ………. up, then …….. his keys in five cars before finding his own car. 
Once inside his car, he ……….. with his keys for 2 or 3 minutes. 
Meanwhile, all the club patrons ……… into their cars and driven away, leaving this one fellow quite alone in the parking lot. 
Finally, he got his car started and ……….. to drive away very slowly. 
Immediately, the police car …….. behind him with the lights flashing. 
The policeman ……… the man to take a breathalyzer test, to which he readily …………. 
When the reading was 0.0%, the policeman ………., "How …….. this ……. ?" 
To which the man …………, "Because tonight, I …… the designated decoy."
4. Complete the sentences, paying attention to the time reference implied. 
1.If only…………., you wouldn’t now be in such a difficult position. 

2. Had it been anyone but you that spoke to me in such a way, …………………………

3. If you are to succeed in your career,…………………………..

4. Should Mr. Smith ring up while I’m at lunch, ………………….

5. If……………….., I shall blame you for it.

6. So long as………………., swimming in this river is fairly safe.

7. I can’t properly advise you unless…………………

8. How…………………….., if you didn’t know my address?

9. If you ……………………..last year, you wouldn’t be a manual worker now.

10. The captain ordered that the prisoner ………………in the cell at the lower deck. (lock up)

5. Put the following sentences back into direct speech with the appropriate punctuation.
1. I asked her if she’d liked to borrow the book but she thanked me and said that she had already read it and hadn’t liked it very much.

2. She asked if he’d like to go to the concert and I said that I was sure he would. 

3. I asked if she had looked everywhere and she said that she had.

4. He said that if I didn’t like escalators I could go up the emergency staircase.

5. She said that she was surprised to see that grandfather’s clock had stopped and asked if anyone had been fiddling with it. 

6. They offered me some more wine and I accepted.

7. He asked if they thought that he was a liar and the crowd confirmed.

8. I suggested that we shouldn’t jump to conclusions and proposed waiting for confirmation of the rumour.

9. He said that if I found the door locked I was to go round to the back.

6. Change these sentences from direct into reported speech.

1. “I am sorry about it,” the policeman said to us, “but I shall have to give you a ticket.  You must surely have known that parking is absolutely forbidden anywhere in this street’

2. “Why don’t you go and push a baby-carriage?” our taxi-driver said to the other driver angrily. “You are not fit to drive a car.”

3. I heard the nurse say to him, “Do lie still. You will pull your stitches open if you keep moving about like that.”

4. “If you really think I said that about you,” said Charles, “I am not surprised that you are angry with me. But I assure you I did not.’

5. Jason said to his wife, “Well, if you really do want to wear that awful skirt, I suppose I can’t stop you. But it makes you look like a bag of potatoes.”

6. “Let me help you with that suitcase,” Tim said to the pretty girl at the station, “it looks a lot too heavy for you.”

7. “What a beauty!” said Victor gazing at the RR outside the hotel

8. “As it happens,” said Billy with dignity. “I came here to do you a favor, not ask for one.”

9. Marilyn said, “I am terribly sorry I am so late. I wish I would learn to look at the clock. Do please forgive me.”   

10. “Hold these wires carefully,” said the electrician to his assistant. “We don’t want 

       to get a shock.”

7. a. Retell the story avoiding direct speech

b. Translate the original text into Bulgarian.

There was a man who had worked hard all his life and had saved all of his money. He was a real miser when it came to his money. He loved money more than just about anything, and just before he died, he said to his wife, "Now listen, when I die, I want you to take all my money and place it in the casket with me. I want to take my money to the afterlife." 
So he got his wife to promise him with all her heart that when he died, she would put all the money in the casket with him. 
Well, one day he died. He was stretched out in the casket, the wife was sitting there in black next to her closest friend. When they finished the ceremony, just before the undertakers got ready to close the casket, the wife said "Wait just a minute!" she had a shoe box with her, she came over with the box and placed it in the casket. 
Then the undertakers locked the casket down and rolled it away. 
Her friend said, "I hope you weren't crazy enough to put all that money in the casket." 
She said, "Yes, I promised. I'm a good Christian, I can't lie. I promised him that I was going to put that money in that casket with him." 
"You mean to tell me you put every cent of his money in the casket with him?" 
"I sure did," said the wife. "I got it all together, put it into my account and I wrote him a check."

In talking about events, people need to define them in terms of time, i.e. present, past or future. This is done by various linguistic means – e.g. lexical (e.g. yesterday, before, ago, etc.), morphological (e.g. ex-), or grammatical (arrives - arrived or can swim - could swim). Simple finite VPs are morphologically marked for tense, in analytical VPs time is expressed by an operator and modal analytical VPs are not sensitive to the category of tense.  The system of tenses is recognized as one of the most frequent means for expressing time distinctions. 
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