UNIT 17: PROGRESSIVE ASPECT. PERFECT ASPECT (CORRELATION). PERFECT PROGRESSIVE VPs

1.a. Represent each underlined VP by a string of tense + perfect aspect (correlation) +  progressive aspect. Follow the examples. 

Examples: 





a. The fans met their favourite actor yesterday.


Past tense + 0 + 0
b. The fans are delighted to have met their favourite


actor yesterday.  




 0 + Perfect aspect (correlation) + 0

a. Many American celebrities are living in Great Britain. 

Present tense + 0 + progressive aspect

b. Many American celebrities are known to be living in Great Britain. 

0 + 0 + Progressive aspect
 1.       a. Many construction workers left their native country to make a living abroad.

b. Having left their native country to make a living abroad, many construction workers had to go back home due to the economic crisis.

2.         a. The militants are using human shields.

b. The militants are reported to be using human shields

3.          a. I’ve read all your books.

b. Having read all your books, I’ve been longing to meet you.

4. 
a. The stolen necklace was sold abroad.

b. The stolen necklace is reported to have been sold abroad.

5.         a. Peter caused a lot of trouble.

b. Peter is sorry to have caused so much trouble.

 6.        a. Both sides are working towards an agreement behind the scenes.


b. Both sides are rumoured to be working towards an agreement behind the scenes.

7.         a. Thirteen soldiers were killed in the explosion.


b. Thirteen soldiers are reported to have been killed in the explosion.
b. Compare a. and b. Explain how they differ.
c. Translate the sentences into Bulgarian.
PROGRESSIVE ASPECT

The progressive aspect in English, is formed with the auxiliary verb to be and the -ing form of the main verb (be + V-ing), and shows that an action is in progress. It combines freely with the present and past tenses, and will as an indicator of future time reference. 
2.a. Complete the text with suitable progressive forms of the verbs in brackets. Follow the example.

I (1)……was sitting ….(sit) on the sun porch of our house on Fifth Street when it all happened. I (2) ………………………….(play) some tunes on our aging piano. My two kids (3) …………………………. (sit) on the rickety piano bench, beside me, and (4) ………… ……….....(whistle) along with my piano playing. Janelle (5) ……………………. (nod) her head to the rhythm of the music.

“What tune (6) ……………………(you/play) now, Dad?” Damon asked.

“Billie Holiday”, said Janelle quickly, trying not to interrupt the rhythm. 

Both Janelle and Damon knew I (7) …………………………. (have) some trouble lately, for the past few months, and (8) ……………………………(try) to cheer me up. 

“When (9) ……………………………(Nana/ come)?” Jannie asked.

”She (10) …………………………(come) tonight at eleven, but you’ll see her tomorrow.” “Why?”

“Because at that time you (11) …………………………….(sleep) peacefully in your room.” 

Then someone began to pound insistently against the door frame and shout my name. “Dr. Cross, please come! Little Marcus (12) ………………………….(bleed) badly.”

b. In addition to its basic meaning, the progressive aspect has other established uses. Find examples in the above text that express: 

(1) an incomplete activity

(2) a temporary activity/situation 

(3) simultaneous activities in the past 

(4) background information

(5) repeated events/activities in the past

(6) prearranged future event

3. When used with adverbs such as always, continually, and constantly, the progressive form can express disapproval of someone’s annoying habits. Make sentences using the following parts.

Example: 


always/ ask silly questions ( My baby brother is always asking silly questions.

(1) continually/complain about the noise

(2) always/ argue one’s decisions 
(3) constantly/ find fault with people

(4) forever/ look for trouble

(5) incessantly/ quarrel with one’s colleagues  

(6) continuously/ misplace things 

4. Underline the right form. Give reasons for your choice.
(1) Bill is a vegetarian. He is not eating / does not eat meat at all.

(2) Why are you /are you being so difficult about our starting tomorrow at six?  
(3) Hi, Jane. Will you go / will you be going to the guest lecturer’s workshop tomorrow?

(4) Ouch! You are treading / tread on my toes. 

(5) The child watches / is watching an “Atom-Ant” cartoon because children are liking/like cartoons. 

(6) Jane is on a diet. She eats / is eating only apples. 

(7) I always run / am running late these days.  

	CONCLUSION
	
	Progressive aspect is formed with the auxiliary verb to be and the –ing form of the main verb. It usually describes ………………………….………. In addition, it can express: …………….., ……………………, ….…………….…………………, … ………………………………………………………………………………………. 

When used with always and similar adverbs, it expresses ………………………………….


PERFECT CORRELATION
Perfect aspect (correlation) expresses anteriority with the help of the two-part exponent have + V-en. This basic meaning can be oriented towards a focal point in the past, present or future. Combining with the stative or dynamic character of the verb, perfect aspect (correlation) can convey additional meanings.
5.a. Complete the text with suitable perfect forms of the verbs in brackets. Follow the example.

I came over to Kate after an hour or so of touring Rudolph’s place. I (1) …………………. (read) the local detectives’ reports. I (2) ………………………(talk) to most of the techs. But so far they (3)……………………(find) nothing. Rudolph had to (4)………………………. (leave) clues somewhere. But he (5)…………………….(not)!

“How are you doing?” I asked Kate. “I’m afraid I (6) …………………….(be lost) in my own world for the last hour.

“(7) ………………………………(They/ find) anything at all?” she asked.

I shook my head as I looked at her. She looked tired. 

“He (8)……………………..(commit) the perfect crime.”

“I (9)……………………….(see) it all before.” Kate signed and frowned.

“Let’s hope for the better. The newest laser equipment is being brought from downtown Los Angeles. It (10) …………………(be installed) by tomorrow.” 

“Just another tough day at the office,” she rolled her eyes and groaned.
b. Identify the temporal point/situation towards which the perfect forms are oriented.

Example: (1) I had read => I came over to Kate

6.a. Identify the meaning of the perfect VPs in sentences A using labels from B. 

A
(1) Have you ever been to France?

(2) The car park attendant has been off work for a while 

(3) I’ve just seen the vice-dean in the corridor.

(4) Have they caught the culprit yet?

(5) My younger brother has learned karate.

(6) My grandfather has never been ill.

(7) The factory has been here since 2000.

(8) Betty still hasn’t finished with the vacuum cleaner.

(9) Five teachers have applied for the post of Lecturer in English.

B

(a) completed activity or achieved goal
(b) general experience

(c) pre-existing situation that continues 

(d) recent completed events

b. Underline the adverbs of time that helped you identify the additional meanings of the perfect VPs. 

7. Translate into English.

1. А: Добре ли си, Боб? Б: За втори път ме питаш за това.

2. Добре се ориентирам из града, защото живея тук от десет години.

3. Рики започнал да играе тенис преди три години и продължава до днес.

4. Г-н Браун отсъства. Замина за Лондон.

5. Здрасти! Не съм те виждал от векове.

6. В книгите си Дикенс съчувствал на бедните деца, защото като малък е бил принуден да работи във фабрика.

7. Да се срещнем след 7 ч., защото преди това няма да съм свършил работа.

	CONCLUSION
	
	Perfect aspect (correlation) is formed with the auxiliary verb to have and the –en form of the main verb. It usually describes ………………………….………. In addition, it can express:…………….., ………………………, ……….……………………,  ………………………, and …………………… . 


PERFECT PROGRESSIVE FORMS

VPs can be marked for both perfect aspect (correlation) and progressive aspect. Combining their meanings, they describe prior activities that have been in progress for some time and are not finished yet. 
8.а. Translate into English.

(1)
a. Кой ми е изпил млякото?


б. Кой ми е пил от млякото?

(2)
а. Изяде ли си овесената каша?


б. Ти ли ядеш от овесената каша?

(3)
а. Прочете ли книгата ми?


б. Още ли четеш книгата ми? Четеш я от два месеца.
(4)
а. Не е валяло от месеци.


б. Вали от цяла седмица.

(5)
а. Познавам ги от година.


б. Работим заедно от година.

(6)
a. Колко апартамента си сменил откакто се премести в София?

б. Три. В този апартамент живея от три месеца.
b. Compare sentences a. and b. in English and discuss the use of perfect and perfect progressive VPs.

	CONCLUSION
	
	We combine the forms of perfect aspect (correlation) and progressive aspect, i.e. ……………………., to describe……………………, ………………….., …….. .



9.a. Write suitable perfect forms in the gaps.

1. John …………………………………….(come) to all our meetings recently.

2. He …………………………………(probably /change) and ………………………….. (become) a conscientious employee.

3. I ………………………(find) it at last.

4. I ……………………….(already / see) that movie.

5. I ……………………….(be) a student since 2009.

6. James ………………….(already/ leave) before I could offer him a ride.

7. At the end of this term I …………………….(study) analytic grammar for a year.

8. I ………………………….(finish) by five o’clock, so you could pick me at about ten past.

9. Carol ……………………..(work) hard, so her doctor told her to take a vacation right then.

10. The students …………………………(get) better and better.

ADDITIONAL PRACTICE – UNIT 17
1. Complete the text with suitable forms of the verbs in brackets.
The search
“We 1……………(never / see ) her,” Michelle said indignantly. “We don’t know who you mean. We 2…………….(never / have )an old homeless woman sleeping in our front garden.”

“What about you, Mr. Jarvey? Do you remember her?” said the detective in charge.

Mathew 3………………………..(write) his column when they came. They 4…………………. ( not / phone) first. The thought was inescapable that they 5………………..(hope) to catch the Jarveys unawares. 

“We’d like to search this house.”

Michelle shrugged, then nodded. The search began. Four officers worked over the house. They didn’t say what they 6………………..(look for). 

After the early rain the day 7………………(become) warm and sunny. Michelle and Mathew went out into their garden. The neighbours 8…………………(go) to work at eight thirty as usual. There was no one around. They sat on the swing seat and plunged into silence.

The Jarveys went indoors again after the search was over. Of course, nothing incriminating 9……………………..(find). But they felt as some people do after their homes 10…………………….(burgle).

2. Underline the progressive forms with one line and perfect forms with two. Tick the sentences where you detect combination of the two.

1. I have experienced winning a first award once and it is something you remember for a lifetime. 

2. I am visiting the library more often now with the approach of the exam session. 

3. Detectives believe the runaway teenager is living in squats and sleeping rough on the streets. 
4. She had drunk all her tea before I could offer her some cake with it. 

5. In the winter of 1989 hotels were being built or refurbished in England. 
6. When I arrived Bobby was exhausted for he had been redecorating the flat all morning. 
7. I was throwing the garbage when I saw the crash. 
8. Betty had been talking on the phone for two hours when he father decided to put an end to it. 
9. She will have written that report by closing time on Friday. 

10. The Portuguese have been fighting bulls for as long as their Spanish neighbors. 

3. Complete the gaps with suitable perfect forms of the verbs in the box.

arrive

be
struggle
trust

settle down

buy
1. Stella’s tone suggested that she …………………… too busy recently to consider the view from her office.

2. My impression was that she …………….. her husband before he absconded with their savings.

3. Are you sure that Bob ……………………. an expensive two-storey house in their old neighbourhood? 

4. Nora is a working girl who ………………….. hard to get ahead.

5. Nobody believed that the circus………………….. the day before.

6. Many Bulgarians ……………….. down in Spain.

4. Define the verbs below as stative or dynamic.  

1. The boy has grown very much lately.  

2.  Not many students know their rights.  
3. Run across the street and get me a newspaper, please.   
4. Tears were running down the woman's face.   
5. Cheese cuts easily.    

6. Mary doesn’t understand why adults are always right.
7. His sister runs the house for him.   

8. Arthur, behave yourself.   

9. His face coloured. 
5. Translate the following sentences from Bulgarian into English. Analyze the categories the VPs in them are marked for.
1. Нещата се влошават.

2. Сестра ми кашля цяла нощ.

3. В момента учим граматика.

4. При всяка шестица намираше бонбон на възглавницата си. 

5. Сюзан все повече заприличва на майка си.
6. Complete the gaps with suitable forms of the verbs in brackets. Combine perfect aspect (correlation) with either progressive or simple aspect. Give reasons for your choice.
1.  Look at you — you're covered in mud — what on earth .................. (you / do)? 
2.  This is my favourite coat, and I .................. (have) it since I left school. 
3.  Since the offices at the front of the building were damaged by the bomb, quite a few of us .................. (work) in the corridor. 
4.  The car's nearly ready, madam; the mechanic .................. (change) the oil and

.................. (check) the brakes, but he .................. (not / complete) all the paper

work yet.  
5.  I .................. (learn) Spanish at evening classes for the last month, but I'm not much good. 
6.  Well, of course I'm angry, what do you expect? I .................. (sit) here waiting for you

for over an hour.  
7.  I .................. (mean) to have a talk with you about a problem that I ..................

(know) about for some time.  
8. Because of pressure of work at the office, Jack .................. (get) home late recently. 
7. Underline the verb phrases marked only for perfect aspect (correlation). What do they express?

1. John has been coming to all our meetings recently.

2. He has probably changed and has become a conscientious employee.

3. I have found it at last.

4. I have already seen that movie.

5. I have been a teacher since 1996.

6. James had already left before I could offer him a ride.

7. At the end of the summer I will have been teaching for seven years.

8. I will have finished by five o’clock, so you could pick me at about ten past.

9. If Sally had studied harder, she would have passed the exam.

10. Carol had been working hard, so her doctor told her to take a vacation right then.

b. What do the other verb phrases express?

8. Translate the following into English:

Когато това се случи бях на почивка. Ибиса – слънце, море, шампанско, секс. За това мечтаех цели 11 месеца, докато работех като вол в автосервиза и спестявах всяко жалко евро, за да мога да си позволя 30 дена на юг. Този месец се оказа един от най-кошмарните в живота ми. Вероятно нищо ново – сигурно на всички се е оказал най-кошмарният в живота. Когато слънцето спря, хората откачиха. Представете си малък остров, претъпкан с обезумели от страх туристи. Не, не ви препоръчвам да попадате на такова място! Всички вярваха, че след толкова изприказвани и изписани приказки краят на света наистина е дошъл. И това в най-неподходящия момент – докато си почиваш. Испанците се изпокриха, кръчмите и магазините затвориха, хотелите останаха без персонал. Нашата съдба беше неясна. Никой не идваше да ни прибере, от туроператорите отговаряха да чакаме, сега било изключено да изпратят самолети и какво изобщо сме искали, целият свят се сривал. Не сме били загазили само ние, я! Пиенето свърши, храната също. Бяхме принудени да разбием магазините и кръчмите, но това пооправи положението само временно. Последното ядене, което аз и още десетина души докопахме, беше огромен контейнер, натъкан с бидони кисело зеле.От родината – да не ни липсва нищо от домашния уют по време на ваканцията. Плюскахме кисело зеле цели три седмици. Бяхме се заключили отвътре – страх ни беше, че и други ще надушат зелето. Когато най-сетне дойде самолета и ни върна в Германия не бяхме загубили надежда. Уви, в Хамбург беше същото. Знаете за какво говоря, нали?
Progressive aspect and perfect aspect (correlation) can be used independently or in combination with tense and each other. They appear in a fixed sequence within analytical VPs, each category integrating the following – tense1 + perfect aspect (correlation)2 + progressive aspect3. 
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