UNIT 21: NON-FINITES


1.a. Read the text and underline all verb forms.

Guy Fawkes makes me think principally of three things: the dangerous thrill of handling fireworks, the shocking expense of buying them, and the burning question of what to cook. This is an occasion when young and old take their evening meal together. Accommodating both tastes can be tricky, since young eaters don’t appreciate the bold flavours beloved of their palate-hardened elders.


There are three ways of dealing with the problem discussed. One is to find a bland menu that children eat happily and grown-ups grudgingly. The second is to cook whatever I feel like eating and let the children fend for themselves. The third solution is a compromise approach, and its central tenet is to make spiciness an optional extra. So, what do you think I cooked on my last birthday? Yes, you guessed right – we went to a restaurant.
b. Sort out the underlined forms in the table.

	Finite verb forms
	
	Non-finite verb forms
	

	Present tense 

-s form
	…………………….
	To-infinitive

Bare infinitive
	…………………….

	Present tense

0 form 
	……………………..
	Present participle

-ing form
	…………………….

	Past tense

-ed form 
	……………………...
	Past participle

-ed/-en form 
	……………………..


2. a.  Define the underlined non-finites as non-finite phrases or non-finite clauses. 

1. Peter’s always criticizing me for my baggy clothes is really annoying me.
2. All the students sat down by the lake eagerly expecting the start of the punt competition.  

3. Some leaders of youth organizations supporting anarchy are reported to have been arrested.

4. I always rely on my husband’s showing tolerance when I have to work on weekends. 
5. The 8-o’clock bus having just left, we had to wait for the next one.
6. Jena heard the car screeching on the gravel outside and jumped in surprise. 

7. No one likes getting up early for a walk on Sunday mornings.

8. Jonathan was nervous of inviting us for the weekend with all our dogs.  
9. Mira’s favourite pastime is baking ginger figure cookies.  
10. I have no intention of going abroad this year.
b. Circle and define each non-finite verb form in the sentences above as shown below.

Example:  Sasha’s teasing me for my stutter is getting on my nerves.
present participle
	CONCLUSION
	
	Non-finite verb forms function as the …………… of non-finite ……………… or the center of …………………

Non-finite VPs can contain one or more ……………… verb forms (e.g. to have been arrested, having discussed). Non-finite clauses exhibit similar syntactic relations to those in …………. clausal patterns.




NON-FINITE VPs

Although never marked for tense or modality, some of the non-finite verb phrases can be marked for progressive aspect, perfect correlation and voice, thus making up analytical non-finite VPs (e.g. to be missing, to have arrived, to have been divided). 

3. Which grammatical categories are the verb phrases in italics marked for?  
1. The police seem to have left the premises without having found any drugs or explosives.

2. Few latecomers seem to be having any remorse for disrupting the lecture.

3. Half the college staff is known to have been working there for over ten years.

4. The golden couple’s speaker said that they were glad to have been nominated for Oscars.

5. Are you glad to have been shown those rare precious stones from Asia?

6. The reporters were glad to have been spoken to by the Mayor.

7. The students promised not to plagiarize in their MA theses.

8. I can’t help being amused by some of the performers in “Dancing stars”.

9. It’s high time you had your hair cut.
10. The wedding invitations having been written, Sarah and Michael went on to buy the 150 stamps they needed to post them.

4. Make sentences with non-finites following the instructions in brackets.

Example:

1. You can’t let your children …do….(do – bare infinitive) whatever they want.

1. The two ideas turned out  ...........…………(relate – passive infinitive) to one another.

2. Sarah regrets……………… (not, invite - passive + present participle) as a guest of honour to our anniversary celebration. 

3. They were exultant …………………(accomplish - perfect + present participle) their mission. 


4. Emperors’ edicts are known ……………….(carve – perfect passive infinitive) in stone.

5. Erica is known …………………….. (visit - perfect + progressive + infinitive) this museum on a daily basis for three years. 

6. Each sentence can further …………….(divide - passive infinitive) into smaller units.


7. The man was reported …………………(trespass – progressive infinitive) on government property by a security guard across the street.

8. With all the interim reports ……………….. (write – perfect + passive + present participle), the research team were ready to announce their finings publicly. 

9. I was sorry ………………..(meet – perfect infinitive) you under such unfortunate circumstance.




5. Complete the text with suitable non-finite forms of the verbs in brackets.

Pilsner, the most (1) ……………….(abuse) beer style in the world, is in danger of (2) ……………..(be) equally (3)……………(defile) in its country of origin. The dash (4) ………………(embrace) every aspect of free-market capitalism in the Czech Republic now threatens the noble traditions of Bohemian brewing, (5)………………….(turn) some of the finest beers into just a few more international-style lagers.


To most people, the terms Pilsner, Pilsener or plain Pils stand for exceptionally pale and often rather bland lagers. As a result of the prominence of Holsten of Hamburg, you could be forgiven for (6)……………………(think) that Pils was a German beer style. But the origins of Pilsner lie in Bohemia, not Germany, and in the Czech Republic the term is used as a (7)………………….(protect) generic style (8)……………….(confine) to beers (9)…………. (brew) in the industrial city of Pilsen. There are two breweries in the city, now part of the same (10)…………….(privatise) company, and both have rushed (11) ………………(modernise) in a way that threatens the unique character of the beers.

6. Correct, if necessary, or mark with OK.

 
      (1)  Both parties are committed to reduce taxes.

(2) She went out to smoke. 
(3) I want him working a lot harder than he is now.
(4) I’d appreciate you to knock before you come in.
(5) To be drinking coffee at work isn’t a crime.
(6) I am too tired for going out tonight.
(7) It is important we to submit it before the deadline.
(8) Gentlemen, to reflect upon the late developments.
(9) Scientists found the theory being correct.
(10) The doctor will soon have you walk again.
	CONCLUSION
	
	Non-finite verb forms can be simple or marked for certain grammatical categories. 

Infinitives can be marked for……………….. , …………………….. and …………… . Present participles can be marked for ……………………. and ………………… Past participles……………...... .



SUBJECTS OF NON-FINITE CLAUSES
Non-finites usually relate to the subject of the main clause. However, subordinate non-finite clauses have a subject of their own, which is specifically marked sometimes. 

7. Combine the two sentences into one using non-finites. 

Example: The keynote speaker sneaked out of the hall. I noticed him. 


       I noticed the keynote speaker sneak out of the hall.
1. Catherine is highly intelligent. I believe it. 

2. A handsome young man jumped on the bus in the last minute. I saw him.

3. Sophomores have classes in the afternoon. I assumed it. 

4. My sister was unwilling to talk. I felt it.

5. Sarah is overqualified for this position. The personnel officers consider it.

6. Elizabeth poured some milk. Stray cats will drink it.

8. Choose an NP from the box and complete each sentence. 

	my wallet, their student’s phones,  strangers, her son, parents, their wives’


1. Even today some men insist on ……………staying at home. 

2. I finally found …………lying under a stack of scrap paper.

3. I don’t mind ………… asking me for directions. 

4. Most teachers can’t stand …………….. ringing in class. 

5. Teenagers hate ……………giving them advice.

6. Susan couldn’t stop ……………from eating junk food. 

9. Translate into English.

1. Аз съм против това Иван да дойде на пикника.

2. Наблюдавах как децата се забавляват в двора.

3. Цяла нощ слушах как съседите ми се карат за колата.

4. На някои хора трудно им се угажда.

5. Настояваш ли да отидем до библиотеката днес?

6. Новият ректор е човек, с когото трябва да се съобразяваш.

7. Първокурсниците трябва да напишат три курсови работи за петък. 

	CONCLUSION
	
	Non-finite clauses usually have no subject. When they do, the subject of infinitive clauses is in the form of a plain noun or pronoun or comes after …………….. The  subject of participial clauses is in the form of …………………. or ………………… noun / pronoun. 




SPECIAL CASES

10. What is the difference between a) and b)? 
1.  a. She would have liked to visit the British Museum on her trip.

     b. She would like to have visited the British Museum on her trip.

2.  a. She remembers having been listening to a Grieg concerto.

     b. She remembers having listened to a Grieg concerto.

3.  a. I appreciate his taking care of the dog.

     b. I appreciate him taking care of the dog.

4.  a. Still writing the letter, he phoned her to tell her the news personally.

     b. The letter written, he phoned her to tell her the news.

5.  a. The bored children started to get restless.

       b. The boring children started to get restless.

6.  a. She gave me a welcoming cup of tea.

       b. She gave me a welcomed cup of tea.

11. Translate into Bulgarian. 

Health Benefits for Runners

     Running is one of the best activities most people can do to improve their health. Running regularly can help with weight loss, fighting aging and disease, and with generally staying healthy. 
     Many people start running in order to win the battle of the bulge. Whether they are obese or just want to lose that last five pounds, or even if they just want to stay at the weight they are at, approximately 60% of runners start running to manage their weight. Running is one of the top activities for burning fat. In fact, with the exception of cross country skiing, running burns more calories per minute than any other form of cardiovascular exercise. 
     Running regularly also has been proven to help fight the aging process. It prevents muscle and bone loss that often occur with age. Our bones are made to accommodate the demands placed upon them. By sitting at a computer all day many of us allow our bones to grow weaker, but by running regularly our skeleton gets the demand it needs to stay healthy. In addition to keeping our insides from aging quickly, regular, high-intensity exercise, like running, has also been proven to promote the human growth hormone, which celebrities have taken injections of for years to keep them looking young. 

ADDITIONAL Practice – UNIT 21
1. a. Underline all the non-finite forms in the text presented below.

Constant Maintenance

The more you own, the more there is to go wrong. You invest in a new hi-fi system and in no time you have to have it repaired. You have a new washing machine installed and you have to buy expensive insurance to maintain it. You buy a car and need to have it serviced regularly. You buy a camera and then spend a fortune on developing and printing films. It’s not only things that need constant attention. How often do we have our eyes tested, our teeth filled and our chests X-rayed! But I had to smile last time I went to have my hair cut. A bold notice in the window announced: “All our customers promptly executed!” You certainly wouldn’t need any jobs done after that!
b. Sort out the underlined non-finite verb forms.

INFINITIVE


-ING FORM



-EN/ED2
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2. Open the brackets

1. If the policy of (keep up) the standard of living is (succeed), they must try (keep) prices in check.

2. The shareholders all think they know what (do), but the board still needs (convince).

3. Someone in the office had made a mistake, and the firm regretted (cause) the customer inconvenience.

4. I always try (be) punctual, but I don’t always succeed.

5. It’s a tricky problem. I recommend (you, consult) an expert.

6. A membership card authorizes (the holder, use) the club’s facilities for a period of 12 months.

7. The new committee member didn’t venture (speak) at his first meeting.

8. I prefer (ride) to (walk).

9. It might be better (try, discuss) it in his own language because he seems (not, speak) English well enough.

10. The speaker said he would confine himself to (try, answer) only four questions.

3. Illustrate the ambiguities in the sentences in which you detect any by paraphrasing them in two different ways. Edit the sentences that sound absurd.
1. Sleeping in my orchard, a serpent stung me.

2. The waiter brought the waffles to the table drenched in maple syrup.

3. Referring to your third paragraph, you do not explicitly formulate a topic sentence. 

4. Reading your assignments the other day, there were too many examples of cleft, emphatic sentences.
5. Lying in a heap on the floor, she found all her daughter’s summer dresses. 

6. Looking out of the window of our hotel, there were lots of mountains.

7. Running down 5th avenue, the nicest house was burning. 
4. Read part of Keats' poem "To Autumn" and list the non-finite verbs. Define their form and use.
            To Autumn

            Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness,

            Close bosom friend of the maturing sun,

            Conspiring with him how to load and bless

            With fruit the vines that round the thatch-eaves run;

            To bend with apples the mossed cottage-trees,

            And fill all fruit with ripeness to the core;

            To swell the gourd, and plump the hazel shells

            With a sweet kernel; to set budding more,

            And still more, later flowers for the bees,

            Until they think warm days will never cease,

            For summer has o'er-brimmed their clammy cells.

            Who hath not seen thee oft amid they store?

           
5. Translate into English. 

1. Предпочитах да не казваш нищо по въпроса.

2. Коректорът се извини за пропуснатите грешки.

3. Изпитната комисия обяви дисертацията му за плагиатство.

4. Искаш ли да предложим най-добрия студент за награда?

5.. Група младежи влезе в залата с песен на уста.

6. Трудно се намират висококвалифицирани учители.

7. Имаш ли нещо за четене?
6. Fill in each gap with an infinitive or an –ing form of the verb in brackets.

1. People hate ………………………….(be) patronized.

2. I can’t bear …………………………...(shop) in crowded shopping centres.

3. John doesn’t answer the phone. He seems …………………….(leave) for work.

4. Most teenagers like ………………..(fast food).

5. Parents want …………………..(inform) regularly about their children’s grades.

6. The Humphries adore ………………..(listen) to classical music.

7. Can you afford …………………….(buy) a new laptop?

8. Stop …………………(blab) to your friends about family affairs.

9. Are you going ……………………..(hike) nest weekend?

10. I wonder if I’ll manage …………………(persuade) him to join the college soccer team.

11. I like…………………….(wear) casual clothes.

12. I’d like ………………… (find) some casual clothes to wear.

7. Complete these sentences with suitable non-finites.

1. College authorities have forbidden students ………………….on the premises.

2. Are children allowed…………………….adult films?

3. All employees are strongly advised against …………………..about their work to other people.

4. I expect my parents……………………………any minute now.

5. The firemen seem ………………………..that the fire has started from the attic.

6. Many undergraduate students hope………………………….abroad.

8. Translate the following text into Bulgarian
Elephant tail reveals diet clues 

Chemical analysis of elephant hair can provide clues about the animal's diet and behaviour, say scientists. 
Researchers studied wild elephants in Kenya's Samburu National Reserve by tracking the animals with GPS devices and analysing their tail hair. 

One elephant had turned to eating crops, a major source of conflict between humans and elephants. 

The present study is aimed at helping conservationists decide where to site sanctuaries. 

Conflict between humans and elephants becomes inevitable, as the human population rises. 

As elephants are squeezed out of their natural habitat by human settling in their areas, they fall short of finding food supplies and may take to raiding crops to supplement their diets. 

“ One big question is: how can we secure a future for elephants when we know that the areas set aside for their protection are too small? ” 
To find out more about elephants' movement patterns, scientists led by Thure Cerling of the University of Utah, US, fitted radio collars to wild elephants. 

They analysed their roaming habits over the course of two years and collected samples of tail hair. 

By studying the ratios of naturally occurring types, or isotopes, of carbon and nitrogen atoms, they were able to deduce the diet of seven of the elephants. 

All but one had a similar diet. The seventh, a bull elephant named Lewis, showed a higher intake of grasses, suggesting it had raided nearby crop fields. 

The elephant appears to have eaten lowland grasses in a sanctuary during rainy times. Tracking an elephant's diet through stable isotopes defines essential elephant dietary needs and can help inform land-use planning. The fine information from the isotopes and actual elephant tracking can help us define the critical minimum space needed by elephants and other animals.
In addition to the base form, lexical verbs in English have two kinds of forms - finite and non-finite. Non-finite verb forms help make up the finite VPs that are marked for perfect aspect (correlation) (e.g. have + been), progressive aspect (e.g. be + sleeping), passive voice (e.g. be + manufactured) or modality (e.g. can + read).





Non-finite verb phrases can be simple (e.g. to leave) or analytical (e.g. to have left). They can play various syntactic roles in the finite clause except for the predicator.  





Non-finite clauses have a non-finite VP as their centre. They are called “clauses” because non-finite VPs can co-occur with clause elements such as subject, object, complement or adjunct of their own. 
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