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Introduction

When we are constantly told that there is widespread disillusionment with the
political system, it is gratifying to observe that it remains a subject of intense
study. There is much to examine. Constitutional change is in the air. Politicians
are seeking new ways to combat voter apathy. This third edition of the Dictionary
comes at a highly relevant time.

The democratic structure of the United Kingdom has changed and is changing.
Devolved legislatures and Assemblies are in place in Scotland and Wales. A
devolved Assembly in Northern Ireland remains in abeyance until political
dialogue is resumed. The devolution process is still evolving. The dividing line
between what is devolved and what is reserved will inevitably be subject to
ongoing debate. Questions will continue to be raised about the role of MPs at
Westminster who represent parts of the United Kingdom which control their own
domestic affairs.

Devolution does not necessarily stop at the borders of England. The English
regions are expected to have the opportunity of deciding whether they too would
prefer a new unit of devolved government. If agreed, this would have a knock-on
effect on the existing structure of local government both in metropolitan and shire
areas. What is already a non-uniform pattern of provision looks set to become
more varied still.

The present Government has re-lit the blue touch paper of House of Lords reform,
starting with the partial abolition of the hereditary peers in 1999. It has continued
to burn slowly. In a democracy, there should arguably be no contest between the
legitimacy of an elected and an appointed second chamber. However, in the
United Kingdom the issue is clouded with unresolved questions over powers,
systems of election and scope of prime ministerial patronage. Hybrid solutions
abound, all with their champions. But when given an opportunity in early 2003,
the House of Commons could not resolve the matter of Lords’ composition. The
end of what was begun is not yet in sight.

The evolution of the European Union also has an impact on internal democratic
structures. Whether it is through the pressure of European integration or the wider
process of globalisation, there are complaints from people that more is happening
which is outwith their control. National parliaments across Europe are stirring as
they sense that they are losing ownership of legislation. The much talked about
democratic deficit has yet to be addressed to the satisfaction of many
parliamentarians and people.

It is perhaps the growing perception that ordinary people have less and less
influence in important decisions affecting their lives, which has increased voter
alienation and has affected participation in elections. This has prompted debate
about ways to make elections more user friendly. E-voting and non-traditional
polling stations are under active consideration, but the highest profile experiment
to date has been the introduction of all postal ballot elections. Early evidence
suggests that turn-out increases, but so allegedly does the risk of fraud. The jury



(in this case the Electoral Commission) is still out. If eventually information
technology is fully harnessed to the electoral process, a distant prospect is held out
of almost instant elections in which voters will have at their fingertips
comprehensive information about parties and candidates. The ramifications for all
concerned would be profound.

By a variety of means, contact between the elected and their electors may be
increasing, but the quality as well as quantity of those exchanges needs to be
addressed. For a democratic system to work properly there has to be dialogue.
But can dialogue adequately be achieved by electronic means or paper surveys?
Electors and elected need to debate together so that the comparative strengths of
various propositions can be tested. Through better two-way communication, it is
important to ensure that disappointment does not automatically lead to feelings of
rejection. The true test of a democracy is how it deals with minorities. Everyone
cannot be in the majority on every issue.

The media might be expected to provide the channels through which information
and ideas can flow. Yet too often there is an emphasis on entertainment or
controversy for its own sake in reporting parliamentary and political events.
Opinion has priority over fact. Parliament is more often sketched than reported.

Members of the public are often candid in admitting that there is much they do not
know. A great deal can be picked up from this Dictionary to improve people’s
confidence in negotiating their way through the system.

But politics and Parliament can only be brought alive through debate, the injection
of ideas, the clash of personality and a degree of passion. The political system is
not a private club; it is a broad public network which anyone can enter. The more
people do so, the healthier democracy will be whether at village, town, city,
national and, even international levels. If this Dictionary encourages participation
as well as study, it will be doubly welcome.

Rt Hon Sir Alan Haselhurst MP

Chairman, Ways and Means and Deputy Speaker
House of Commons



Preface

This dictionary provides the user with the basic vocabulary used in the fields of
government and politics, especially in the United Kingdom, the European Union
and the United States, and also contains some more informal terms used in the
media. The subject matter covers national legislatures, elections, local
government, parliamentary and council procedure, international affairs and
political parties and theories.

Each entry is explained in clear straightforward English. Examples are given to
show how the words and phrases are used in normal contexts. Many words also
have comments of a more general nature, giving encyclopedic information about
procedures and institutions. At the back of the book there are supplements giving
information about the political and legislative systems in the United Kingdom, the
European Union and the United States.



Pronunciation Guide

The following symbols have been used to show the pronunciation of the main
words in the dictionary.

Stress is indicated by a main stress mark (') and a secondary stress mark ().
Note that these are only guides, as the stress of the word changes according to its
position in the sentence.

Vowels Consonants

® back b buck

a: harm d dead

D stop d other

ar type dz jump

av how f fare

ar hire g gold

auvo hour h head

o1 course ] yellow

o1 annoy k cab

e head 1 leave

ed fair m mix

el make n nil

eu go D sing

31 word p print

it keep r rest

i happy s save

k) about I shop

I fit t take

19 near tf change

u annual 0 theft

ur pool v value

[§) book w work

09 tour X loch

A shut 3 measure
z zone



A

AAFC abbreviation Agriculture and
Agri-Food Canada

abandon /o'bandon/ verb to give
up or not to continue something o to
abandon a Bill, an action to give up
trying to promote a Bill

abdicate /'zbdikert/ verb to give up
the position of king or queen of a
country

abdication /&bdi'kerf(a)n/ noun
the act of giving up the position of
king or queen of a country

abide by /o'baid bar/ verb to obey
something such as an order or a rule o
The government promised to abide by
the decision of the High Court. o The
rebels did not abide by the terms of the
agreement.

abjuration /,ebdzua'rerf(a)n/
noun the act of giving up something
abjure /ob'd3uo/ verb 1. to give up
something 2. US to swear not to bear
allegiance to another country

abode /o'boud/ noun the place
where someone lives (formal)  right
of abode

abolish /5'bolif/ verb to put an end
to an institution or practice o The
Chancellor of the Exchequer refused
to ask Parliament to abolish the tax on
alcohol. o The Senate voted to abolish
the death penalty.

abolition /,&bo'lif(a)n/ noun an act
of putting an end to an institution or
practice o to campaign for the aboli-
tion of the death penalty o Anarchists
advocate the abolition of the state.
abrogate /'zbrogert/ verb to over-
turn a treaty or law

abrogation / abro'gerf(o)n/ noun
the act of overturning a treaty or law

absence /'xbsans/ noun the fact of
not being where you usually are or
where you are expected to be. , leave
of absence o in the absence of when
someone is not present o In the ab-
sence of the chairman, his deputy took
the chair. o apologies for absence the
list of members of a committee or oth-
er group who have apologised for not
being able to attend a meeting, read
out at the beginning of the meeting
absent /'zbsont/ adjective not
present

absentee / abson'tiz/ noun a per-
son who does not attend a meeting or
event when they are expected
absentee  ballot /&bsen'ti
baelat/ noun same as postal vote
absolute government / absslu:t
'‘gavomont/ noun government by a
person or group of people who exer-
cise total power and where the ordi-
nary population has no vote and no
say in the government of the state
absolute majority / @bsalu:t ms
'd3zpriti/ noun the situation of having
more votes than all other candidates or
parties combined o In the alternative
vote system, if no candidate has an ab-
solute majority at the first count, the
second preferences are counted.
absolute privilege /absslu:t
'‘privilid3/ noun a privilege which
protects an MP speaking in the House
of Commons from being sued for def-
amation or libel

absolutism ['&ebsalu:,tiz(a)m/
noun the political theory that a gov-
ernment should have total power
absolutist /&xbso'lu:tist/ adjec-
tive, noun a person who believes the
government should have total power



abstain

abstain /ob'stemn/ verb not to do
something deliberately, especially not
to vote o Sixty MPs abstained in the
vote on capital punishment.

abstention /ob'stenfan/ noun the
act of deliberately not doing some-
thing, especially voting o The motion
was carried by 200 votes to 150, with
60 abstentions.

abstract /'zbstrekt/ verb to make a
summary of a document or speech

abuse noun /o'bju:s/ 1. the wrong
use of something o The Chancellor of
the Exchequer has introduced a Bill to
correct some of the abuses in the
present tax system. o abuse of Parlia-
ment something that is breaks accept-
ed parliamentary rules of conduct o
abuse of power the use of legal pow-
ers in an illegal or harmful way o
abuse of rules the use of rules to
achieve a purpose which is open to
criticism, e.g. the use of the right to in-
troduce a motion into the House of
Commons to prevent a debate from
continuing 2. rude or insulting words
3. bad treatment of a person, often of
a sexual nature (NOTE: no plural for (2)
or (3)) m verb/a'bjuiz/ 1. to use some-
thing wrongly o It was claimed that
the government whips had abused the
rules of the House of Commons by
preventing full discussion of the Pri-
vate Members Bill. o to abuse your
authority to use your authority in an
illegal or harmful way 2. to say rude
words to someone o He abused the po-
lice before being taken to the cells. 3.
to treat someone badly, often in a sex-
ual way

ACAS /‘eikas/ abbreviation Adviso-
ry Conciliation and Arbitration Serv-
ice

ACC /,ex si: 'sit/ abbreviation Asso-
ciation of County Councils

accede /ok'si:d/ verb 1. to sign an
international treaty or agreement o In
1972 Britain acceded to the European
Economic Community. 2. to take up an
official position, especially as king or
queen o accede to the throne 3. to ac-
cept or agree with something o to ac-

cede to a request or demand to do
what someone wants

access /'zkses/ noun 1. the oppor-
tunity to use or do something o access
to education and healthcare 2. the op-
portunity to meet someone important
o They have access to the Prime Min-
ister and are said to influence the de-
cisions he takes. m permission to ob-
tain or see private or secret informa-
tion o fo have access to personal
records m noun 1. a way of getting to
aplace o level access to the seating ar-
eas o wheelchair access 2. the right of
the owner of a piece of land to use a
public road which is next to the land o
She complained that she was being
denied access to the main road.
(NOTE: no plural) m verb 1. to get in-
formation, e.g. to be able to obtain
data from a computer o The staff in the
Housing Department can access
records on all properties and tenants.
2. to get to a place

accession /ok'se[(a)n/ noun 1. the
act of signing an international treaty
or agreement 2. the occasion of taking
up an official position o accession to
the throne the occasion of becoming
King or Queen

accession country /sk'se[(s)n
kantri/ noun a country that will be-
come or has recently become a Mem-
ber State of the European Union
Accession Treaties /ok'se[(o)n
[trirtiz/ plural noun the international
agreements establishing the condi-
tions under which countries become
Member States of the European Union

accommodation centre /5,kpmo
'derf(a)n ,senta/ noun a place where
people live while their request to enter
and remain in a country is considered
account /o'kaunt/ noun 1. a de-
scription of, or explanation for, some
event or situation o The minister gave
a full account to Parliament of the ac-
cident. 2. a financial statement (NOTE:
Often used in the plural.) m verb to
give an explanation of some event or
situation, especially a bad one o They
will have to account to their constitu-
ents for this failure. o to consider



activist

something carefully as part of doing
something else o The Committee will
take account of the report of the Royal
Commission or will take the Royal
Commission’s report into account
when drafting the Bill.

accountability /5 kaunta'biliti/
noun the situation of being required to
explain what has happened and take
responsibility for it o the accountabil-
ity of elected representatives to their
electors o There have been demands
for increased accountability for minis-
ters.

accountable /o'kauntob(a)l/ ad-
jective being required to explain what
has happened and take responsibility
for it o Ministers are accountable to
Parliament.

accredit /o'kredit/ verb to appoint
somebody as an envoy or ambassador
to represent their country abroad

accredited /o'kredit1d/ adjective 1.
chosen and officially appointed to rep-
resent an organisation o an accredited
agent 2. chosen and appointed by one
country to represent it in an official ca-
pacity in another country o She is ac-
credited as her country’s ambassador
to the United Nations.

acculturation /s kaltju'rerf(a)n/
noun the assimilation of parts of a dif-
ferent culture

acknowledge /ok'nolidz/ verb 1.
to accept that something is true or nec-
essary o We acknowledge there were
mistakes made in the past and we must
learn from them. 2. to confirm that
something has been received, such as
aletter o The office of the Ombudsman
has acknowledged receipt of the letter.
3. to thank someone publicly or offi-
cially for something they have done o
I'd like to take this opportunity to ac-
knowledge all the hard work that has
gone into making this campaign such
a success. 4. to recognise rights or au-
thority officially o They refused to ac-
knowledge the new regime.

acknowledgement ok
'nplidzmant/ noun 1. acceptance that
something is true or necessary o There

is almost universal acknowledgment
of the need to take global warming se-
riously. 2. a letter or card to say that
something has been received o She
wrote to her MP and received an ac-
knowledgement  immediately. 3.
thanks for something that has been
done o acknowledgement of her role in
the achievement

acquis communautaire French
words meaning ‘established commu-
nity rights’: the contents of the various
treaties agreed to by the Member
States of the European Union, which
have gradually built up a body of law
under which the EU operates

act /zkt/ noun a law which has been
approved by a law-making body. See
Comment at bill (NOTE: In the United
Kingdom, laws are approved by Par-
liament and in the USA by Con-
gress.)

COMMENT: Before an Act becomes

law, it is presented to Parliament in

the form of a Bill. See notes at BILL.
active citizenship  / «ktiv
'sitizonf1p/ noun the full involve-
ment of people in a variety of forms of
politics, including voting, joining a
party or pressure group, campaigning
or standing for election o It is impor-
tant for the survival of democracy that
active citizenship should be encour-
aged.

activism /'zktiviz(a)m/ noun ener-
getic and sometimes aggressive sup-
port for a social or political cause

activist /'ektivist/ noun 1. a person
who is very active in pursuing social
or political change, sometimes by ex-
treme means 2. a person who works
regularly for a political party, some-
times a person who is in disagreement
with the main policies of their party or
whose views are more extreme than
those held by the majority of their par-
ty o The meeting was disrupted by an
argument between the chairman and
left-wing activists. o Party activists
have urged the central committee to
adopt a more radical approach to the
problems of unemployment. Also
called party activist



Act of Parliament

Act of Parliament /akt ov
'pailomant/ noun a decision which
has been approved by Parliament and
has received the Royal Assent and so
becomes law

Act of Union /akt ov 'juinjon/
noun the act of 1801, by which the
parliaments of Great Britain and Ire-
land were joined to form the United
Kingdom

Act of Union with Scotland
/, ekt av ,juinjon wid 'skotlond/
noun the parliamentary act of 1707
which joined England and Scotland
together to form Great Britain

actual possession /xktfual pa
'zef(9)n/ noun the occupation and
control of land and buildings

actual value /&ktfual 'valju/
noun the real value of something if
sold on the open market

actuarial tables / &kt[ueariol
'tetb(a)lz/ plural noun lists showing
how long people are likely to live,
used to calculate life assurance premi-
ums

additional member system /s
dif(a)nal 'membs ,sistom/ noun an
electoral system used in elections for
the Scottish Parliament, Welsh As-
sembly and Greater London Assem-
bly, where a proportion of the repre-
sentatives are elected by the first-past-
the-post system, and the others by a
party list system, giving additional
members to ensure the result is more
proportional (NOTE: Note: the system
operates in some countries with the
constituency representatives elected
by a majoritarian system)

address /o'dres/ noun 1. a formal
speech o In his address to the meeting,
the mayor spoke of the problems fac-
ing the town. o In his State of the Un-
ion address, the president spoke of the
problems of terrorism. , humble ad-
dress o address of thanks a formal
speech thanking someone such as a
well-known person for doing some-
thing such as officially opening a new
building o the Queen’s Speech at the
State Opening of Parliament. , debate

on the address 2. the details of
number, street and town where an of-
fice is or where a person lives m verb
1. to speak to o The Leader of the Op-
position was asked to address the
meeting. 2. to speak about or deal with
a particular subject or problem o He
then addressed the question of govern-
ment aid to universities. o to address
yourself to something to deal with a
particular problem o the government
will have to address itself to problems
of international trade 3. to write on an
envelope the details of the number,
street and town where an office is or a
person lives o an incorrectly ad-
dressed package

ad hoc /,&d 'hok/ Latin phrase
meaning ‘for this particular purpose’
o an ad hoc committee a temporary
committee set up to study a particular
problem. » standing committee

ad hoc Select Committee /,&d
hok s1'lekt ko,mrti/ noun a commit-
tee of Congress set up to examine a
special case or problem

adjourn /o'd33mn/ verb to stop a
meeting for a period or to postpone a
legal hearing to a later date o They ad-
journed the meeting or the meeting
was adjourned. o The chairman ad-
journed the tribunal until three
o’clock. o The meeting adjourned at
midday. o The appeal was adjourned
while further evidence was being pro-
duced. o the House stands ad-
journed the sitting of the House of
Commons is adjourned and will
resume on the following day

‘...the Commons adjourned until Janu-

ary 18 without taking a vote on the Gov-

ernment’s resolution’
[Toronto Globe & Mail]

adjournment /o'dz3:mmont/ noun
1. an act of stopping a meeting for a
period or postponing a legal hearing to
a later date o The adjournment lasted
two hours. 2. the act of ending a sitting
of the House of Commons or Lords, or
of the House of Representatives or
Senate, which will meet again on the
following day o motion for adjourn-
ment of the debate a motion to ad-



admit

journ a debate which has the effect of
killing the motion being debated o
motion for the adjournment of the
House motion to adjourn a sitting un-
til the following day o adjournment
sine die an adjournment without fix-
ing a date for the next meeting, used in
the US Congress to end a session o ad-
journment to a day certain a motion
to adjourn a sitting of Congress to an-
other day

adjournment debate /3
,d33:mmoant dr'bert/ noun a debate in
the House of Commons on a motion to
adjourn a sitting, used by backbench
MPs to raise points of particular inter-
est to themselves. Also called debate
on the adjournment

administer /od'ministo/ verb 1. to
control, manage or govern something
o The state is administered directly
from the capital. 2. to be responsible
for making sure something happens in
the correct way o to administer jus-
tice to carry out the law o to adminis-
ter an oath to make someone swear
an oath

administration /od, mint
'stre1f(a)n/ noun 1. the organisation,
control or management of a geograph-
ical area or of a specific aspect of gov-
ernment, especially by a bureaucracy
or group of experts o There has been a
lack of effective administration in the
province since the riots. o The admin-
istration of justice is in the hands of
the government-appointed justices of
the peace. o She took up a career in
hospital administration. 2. especially
in the USA, a particular government o
It was one of the main policies of the
last administration. o The Bush ad-
ministration took office in 2001.
administrative /od'ministrotiv/
adjective concerned with the organi-
sation, control or management of a ge-
ographical area or with a specific as-
pect of government

administrative court /od
,ministratv 'koit/ noun in some
countries such as France, a court or tri-
bunal which decides in cases where
government action is thought to have

affected and harmed the lives or prop-
erty of citizens. Also called adminis-
trative tribunal

administrative law /ad
'ministrativ 101/ noun the laws relat-
ing to the running of government, and
the relationship between the govern-
ment and the citizens

administrator  /od'ministrerto/
noun a person who works for a gov-
ernment, public body or business as a
senior manager o The governor of the
province has to be a good administra-
tor. o The council has appointed too
many administrators and not enough
ordinary clerical staff. o The best ad-
ministrators come from the civil serv-
ice training school.

Admiralty /'edm(o)rolti/ noun for-
merly in the UK, the government of-
fice which was in charge of the Navy

Admiralty Board /'edmorslti
bod/ noun a committee which is re-
sponsible for the administration of the
Royal Navy, forming part of the UK
Ministry of Defence

Admiralty law /'zedm(o)ralti lo:w/
noun the law relating to ships and sail-
ors, and actions at sea

admission /od'mif(o)n/ noun1. the
act of accepting someone into a group
or organisation o admission into the
European Union 2. permission to go
into a place o Admission to the visi-
tors’ gallery is restricted. 3. the act of
making a statement agreeing that par-
ticular facts are correct or saying that
something really happened o The Op-
position called for an admission of er-
ror on the part of the Minister:

admit /od'mit/ verb 1. to allow
someone to go in o The public is not
being admitted at present. 2. to agree
that an allegation or accusation is cor-
rect or to say that something really
happened o He admitted his mistake or
his liability. o She admitted that the
department was at fault. o He admit-
ted having connections with the com-
pany which had been awarded the
contract. (NOTE: admitted — admit-

ting.)



adopt

adopt /o'dopt/ verb 1. to agree to
something or accept something so that
it becomes law o The report of the sub-
committee was received and the
amendments adopted. o The meeting
adopted the resolution. o The propos-
als were adopted unanimously. o The
council has adopted a policy of posi-
tive discrimination. 2. to be adopted,
to be chosen by a party as a candidate
in an election o The Labour Party
adopted more women as candidates
for the General Election than ever be-
fore. o to be adopted to be chosen by
the party as a candidate for election to
a parliamentary constituency
adoption /o'dopfon/ noun 1. the act
of agreeing to something so that it be-
comes legal or accepted o She moved
the adoption of the resolution. 2. the
act of choosing someone as a candi-
date in an election
adoption meeting /o'dopon
.miiti/ noun the meeting at which a
local party adopts someone as its can-
didate for an election
ad valorem /,&d va'loirrom/ Latin
phrase meaning ‘according to value’
COMMENT: Most taxes are ‘ad valor-
em’; VAT is calculated as a percent-
age of the charge made, income tax is
a percentage of income earned, etc.
ad valorem duty /&d vo'loirom
dju:ti/, ad valorem tax /&d vo
'loirem teeks/ noun a tax calculated
according to the value of the goods be-
ing taxed
adventurism /od'ventzuriz(a)m/
noun intervention by one government
in the affairs of another
adversarial politics /&dva:
,searial 'polrtiks/ noun a system of
political activity where two sides op-
pose each other vigorously. This is
said to create the right conditions for
effective scrutiny of the government,
and for genuine debate.
adversary /'zdvos(o)ri/ noun a per-
son or organisation who is the oppos-
ing side in situation o a powerful polit-
ical adversary
advice /od'vais/ noun information
or suggestions given by one person to

another on what has happened in the
past or on what is the best course of
action to follow in the future o to take
advice to ask an expert to give infor-
mation and help about a problem o
We’ll need to take legal advice before
agreeing.

advise /od'vaiz/ verb 1. to suggest
to someone what should be done o to
advise against something to suggest
that something should not be done o
The Minister advised against raising
the matter in the House. o The consult-
ants advised against the proposed de-
velopment plan. 2. to tell someone
what has happened or what will hap-
pen soon o We are advised that the re-
port will be published next week.

adviser /od'vaiza/, advisor noun a
person who suggests what should be
done, by giving information on a spe-
cific area where he or she is an expert
advisory /od'vaiz(e)ri/ adjective
acting as a person who tells someone
what to do or informs them about
events o He is acting in an advisory
capacity. m noun US an official warn-
ing

advisory board /od'vaiz(o)ri
,bord/ noun a group of people who
help others to decide what to do or
keep them informed about what is
happening

advocacy /'zdvokesi/ noun active
support for a cause or point of view

advocate noun /'edvokot/ some-
one who actively supports a cause or
point of view o an advocate of relax-
ing the laws on cannabis m verb
/'&dvokert/ to speak or work to sup-
port a cause or point of view o Anar-
chists advocate the abolition of the
state.

Advocate General /advakot
'dzen(a)ral/ noun 1. one of the two
Law Officers for Scotland 2. in the
European Court of Justice, the officer
who presents a summary of a case to
the judges to help them in coming to a
decision

affair /o'fea/ noun 1. a situation or
event o Is she involved in the copyright
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affair? 2. something shocking that in-
volves public figures o the arms smug-
gling affair o the Watergate affair m
plural noun activities and events relat-
ed to the government of a country or
countries o topics of current impor-
tance in world affairs » foreign af-
fairs

affairs of state /o,feoz ov 'stert/
plural noun government business

affiliate /o'filiert/ verb to associate
with a group or organisation o The
trade union was affiliated to the La-
bour Party

affiliation /5 fili'erf(a)n/ noun asso-
ciation with a group or organisation o
the union has no political affiliation
the union is not linked to any particu-
lar political party

affirm /o'f3:m/ verb 1. (of a MP) to
promise allegiance to the monarch,
when the Oath of Allegiance is con-
sidered inappropriate on religious or
other grounds o Some of the new MPs
affirmed, instead of swearing the oath
of allegiance. 2. to support or approve
of something publicly o The report af-
firms the contribution of many volun-
tary groups working for racial harmo-
ny. 3. to confirm that something is cor-
rect

affirmation /&fo'meif(o)n/ noun
1. a statement by an MP showing alle-
giance to the monarch, when the Oath
of Allegiance is considered inappro-
priate on religious or other grounds 2.
support or approval

affirmative action /o faimotiv
'&k [on/ noun US a policy of prevent-
ing the unfair treatment of specific
groups in society who have a disad-
vantage, or who have suffered unfair
treatment in the past, such as people
with disabilities, ethnic groups and
women

affirmative instrument /5
[f3mmotrv 'instrumant/ noun a form
of Statutory Instrument, or order made
by a government minister on the au-
thority of a previous act of parliament,
which must be approved by both
Houses of Parliament

African National Congress
/,&frikoan na[(a)nal 'kongres/ noun
a South African political party that
fought against apartheid and formed
South Africa’s first multiracial, demo-
cratically elected government in 1994.
Abbr ANC

African Union / &frikon 'juinjon/
noun an organisation of African states
established for mutual cooperation,
superseding the Organisation of Afri-
can Unity in 2002

agency /'exdzonsi/ noun 1. a gov-
ernment office or department which is
to some extent independent o The
Benefits Agency has responsibility for
making welfare payments. (NOTE: In
the United Kingdom, under reforms
which started under the Thatcher
government, a large number of are-
as were transferred from the direct
control of the Civil Service to agen-
cies.) 2. an independent organisation
that deals with social problems o a
register of voluntary agencies in the
field of mental health

agenda /o'dzendo/ noun 1. a list of
things to be discussed at a meeting o
the committee agenda or the agenda of
the committee meeting o After two
hours we were still discussing the first
item on the agenda. 2. a list of priori-
ties o Education was at the top of the
government’s agenda.

agent /'erdzont/ noun 1. a person
who represents a company or another
person 2. a party official who works to
support a candidate in an election o
The party has six full-time election
agents. o The series of meetings was
organised by the local agent for the
Liberal Democrats. 3. a person who
works for a branch of government.
secret agent

Agent-General /,erdz(a)nt
'‘dzen(a)ral/ noun the official repre-
sentative of a provincial government
of a Commonwealth country in anoth-
er Commonwealth country o the
Agent-General for Quebec in London
(NOTE: The plural is agents-general
or agent-generals.)



agent provocateur

agent provocateur /z3pn pro
voka'tair/ French words meaning
‘an agent who provokes’: a person
employed secretly by a government
who provokes others to commit a
crime, often by taking part in it per-
sonally, in order to find out who is not
reliable or in order to have his or her
associates arrested

age of consent/eid3 ov kon'sent/
noun the age at which someone can
legally agree to have sex

age of majority /eid3z ov mo
'd3priti/ noun the age of legal respon-
sibility, at which civil duties and rights
such as voting or being on a jury are
first undertaken

aggression /o'gre[(o)n/ noun hos-
tile action against another country, es-
pecially without provocation o They
accused the neighbouring states of ag-
gression. o Numerous acts of aggres-
sion have been reported to the United
Nations. (NOTE: no plural. For the plu-
ral, use acts of aggression)
aggressor /a'gresa/ noun a person
or country which attacks another, es-
pecially without provocation o The
UN resolution condemns one of the
superpowers as the aggressor.
agitate /'zdzitert/ verb to encour-
age people to take political action pos-
sibly involving protesting, demon-
strating or engaging in direct action o
The party is agitating for social re-
forms.

agitation /,&d3i'terf(o)n/ noun the
action of encouraging people to pro-
test and demonstrate o There has been
widespread agitation in the capital
and the northern provinces. (NOTE: no
plural)

agitator /'=d3ziterto/ noun a person
who attempts to cause political unrest
o Agitators from the right of the party
have tried to disrupt the meetings of
the council.

AGM / e1 d3i: 'em/ abbreviation An-
nual General Meeting

agrarian /o'greorion/ adjective pro-
moting the interests of farmers and en-
couraging a fair system of land owner-

ship m noun someone who believes in
the fair distribution of land and the re-
distribution of land owned by rich
people

agrarianism  /o'greorioniz(o)m/
noun a political movement or philoso-
phy that promotes the interests of
farmers, especially the redistribution
of land owned by rich people or by
government

Agriculture and Agri-Food
Canada /,&grikaltfo and &gri fu:d
'kaenoada/ noun a department of the
Canadian federal government that
conducts research and develops poli-
cies and programs to ensure the secu-
rity of the country’s food system.
Abbr AAFC

Ahern /o'ha:n/, Bertie (b. 1951) the
leader of the Fianna Fail party since
1994 and Taoiseach (prime minister)
of the Republic of Ireland since 1997

aid /erd/ noun help, especially mon-
ey, food or other gifts given to people
living in difficult conditions o The
government has set aside $20m for aid
to under-developed countries. o The
poorer countries depend on aid from
richer nations. o The government will
allocate 6% of the gross national
product for overseas aid.

AID /e1 a1 'dii/ abbreviation Agency
for International Development

aid agency /'e1d ,e1d3zonsi/ noun an
independent organisation that sends
financial or other help to a country
which is experiencing difficult condi-
tions or a catastrophic event such as a
natural disaster or famine

aide /e1d/ noun an assistant to some-
one such as a politician, who may also
offer advice o a presidential aide

aid worker /'erd ,wa:ko/ noun a
person who works for an aid agency
airspace /'easpers/ noun the sky
above an area of land or water over
which a state claims control o British
airspace

Albion /'zlbion/ noun Great Britain

alderperson /'o:lds,p3:son/ noun
in the United States and Canada, a
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member of the legislative body of
some towns or cities

alderwoman /'o:1do,woman/ noun
in the United States and Canada, a
woman member of the legislative
body of some towns or cities

Al Fatah / 1 'feeto/ noun a political
group, part of the Palestine Liberation
Organisation, that wants to establish
an independent Palestinian state

alien /'erlion/ noun 1. mainly US a
person living in a country of which he
or she is not a citizen 2. (in the UK) a
person who is not a citizen of the UK,
not a citizen of a Commonwealth
country and not a citizen of the Re-
public of Ireland m adjective 1. mainly
US from a different country or culture
o alien workers 2. different from what
is usual or familiar o an alien concept

alienate /eilioneit/ verb to do
something that makes someone stop
being friendly towards you o The gov-
ernment has alienated its main sup-
porters. o The terrorist campaign has
alienated the public.

align /o'lain/ verb to give support
publicly to a political group or party o
to align yourself with another coun-
try to follow a policy similar to that of
another country o the three neighbour-
ing states aligned themselves with the
USA

allegiance /5'li:d3(o)ns/ noun obe-
dience to the State or the Head of
State. » oath of allegiance

alliance /o'larons/ noun 1. a group
of two or more countries, people or
political parties, that are linked to-
gether by a formal agreement 2. a for-
mal relationship between two or more
parties or countries o The country has
built up a series of alliances with its
larger neighbours. » ally

Alliance /o'latons/ noun in New
Zealand, a left-wing political party
that has been in coalition government
with the Labour Party since 1999

allied /'zlaid/ adjective 1. relating to
countries that have joined together to
fight a common enemy o the allied

forces 2. associated or related o build-
ing and allied trades

allowance /s'lavens/ noun 1. an
amount of something which you are
legally or officially allowed to have o
a travel allowance o a baggage allow-
ance , personal allowances 2. a
payment made for a specific purpose o
an allowance for unsociable hours o
an expenses allowance

all-party /o:l 'pa:ti/ adjective in-
cluding members of all political par-
ties o the report of the all-party com-
mittee on procedure o An all-party
group visited the United Nations.
all-party group /,0:1 patti 'gruzp/
noun a group of MPs from different
parties who have an interest in a par-
ticular subject o the all-party group on
telecommunications

ally /'lari/ noun a country, person,
political party or group which is
linked to another in a friendly way so
that they can support one another o As
the invasion seemed likely, the Presi-
dent called on his allies for help. o The
committee has been run by the mayor
and his allies in the Workers’ Party. m
verb to link one country, political par-
ty, group or person to another o to ally
yourself with to become linked to
someone or another party or country,
for protection o He has allied himself
to the left wing of the party.

ALP abbreviation Australian Labor
Party

al-Qaeda /&l 'kardo/ noun an inter-
national Islamic fundamentalist or-
ganisation, founded by Osama bin
Laden, which has been associated
with several terrorist incidents, in-
cluding the attack on the World Trade
Center, New York (2001)

alternative vote /o:l'tamotiv
vaut/ noun a system of voting used in
elections in some countries such as
Australia, in which voters show their
preferences on the ballot paper by
marking candidates with the numbers
1, 2, 3, 4, etc. If a candidate does not
get 50% of the first preference votes in
the first round of counting, the votes
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for the candidates with the lowest
number of votes are given to the can-
didates shown as second preferences
on their ballot papers in a number of
further rounds until a single candidate
gets 50%. Abbr AV

Althing /'2101y/ noun the law-mak-
ing assembly in Iceland
AM abbreviation Assembly Member
AMA abbreviation Association of
Metropolitan Authorities
ambassador /zm'bzsads/ noun a
diplomat of the highest level, repre-
senting his country in another country
o the Spanish ambassador o our am-
bassador in France o The government
has recalled its ambassador for con-
sultations.

‘...an ambassador is an honest man sent

to lie abroad for his country’
[Sir Henry Wotton]
ambassador at large /zm

'beesads ot la:dz/ noun an ambassa-
dor whose role is not restricted to one
specific country

Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary /zm, basodo
1k, stro:d(e)n(a)ri an plenipo
'tenfari/ noun the official title of an
ambassador

ambassadorial /, @mbasas'do:risl/
adjectivereferring to an ambassador o
ambassadorial duties

ambassador plenipotentiary
/&em,baesada ,plenipa‘tenfari/ noun
an ambassador with full powers to ne-
gotiate and sign treaties on behalf of
his or her country

amend /o'mend/ verb 1. to make
changes to a document, plan or policy,
in order to correct or improve it 2. to
make an official change to a motion,
Bill, Act or constitution
amendment /o'mendmont/ noun
1. a change made in a document, plan
or policy o to make amendments to the
minutes 2. a change proposed to a mo-
tion or to a bill which is being dis-
cussed in Parliament or Congress, or
to an existing Act o The amendment
was proposed and seconded and put to
the vote. o The government whips per-

suaded her to withdraw her amend-
ment. (NOTE: Amendments are usual-
ly made in the Committee Stage and
Report Stage of a bill going through
the House of Commons. In the
House of Lords they can also be
made at Third Reading.) 3. US a new
clause added to a written constitution,
changing it in some way
‘...a constitutional amendment that
would acknowledge the common-
wealth’s right to override the states on
matters of economic development’
[The Age (Melbourne)]

COMMENT: The first ten amendments
to the American Constitution are
known as the Bill of Rights. The most
important are the First Amendment
(which provides for freedom of speech
and thought), and the Fifth Amend-
ment (which protects anyone from giv-
ing evidence in court which might in-
criminate himself or herself).
American Revolution /5, merikon
reva'luzf(a)n/ noun the War of Inde-
pendence (1775-83) by which the
American colonies of Britain became
independent and became the United
States of America

Amicus /o'maikas/ noun the UK’s
largest technical trade union, with
more than 1.2 million members. It was
formed in 2001 by the merging of
AEEU (Amalgamated Engineering
and Electrical Union) and MSF (Man-
ufacturing, Science and Finance Un-
ion).

amnesty /'@mnosti/ noun a pardon,
often for political crimes, given by the
state to several people at the same time
m verb to grant a pardon to several
people at the same time, often for po-
litical crimes o They were amnestied
by the president.

Amnesty International
/,&mnasti ,inta'ne[(a)nal/ noun an
international pressure group which
works for human rights, and against
the cruel treatment of prisoners

anarchic /o'na:kik/, anarchical />
'na:kikl/ adjective with no law or or-
der o the anarchic state of the country
districts after the coup
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anarchism /'&nokiz(o)m/ noun the
belief that there is no need for a sys-
tem of government in a society
COMMENT: Anarchism flourished in the
latter part of the 19th and early part of
the 20th century. Anarchists believe
that there should be no government,
no army, no civil service, no courts, no
laws, and that people should be free
to live without anyone to rule them.
anarchist /'&nokist/ noun 1. a per-
son who believes that there should be
no system of government 2. a person
who tries to destroy a government by
violent means, without planning to re-
place it in any way m adjective refer-
ring to anarchists and their aims
anarchy /'enoki/ noun the absence
of law and order, because a govern-
ment has lost control or because there
is no government o When the presi-
dent was assassinated, the country fell
into anarchy.
ANC abbreviation African National
Congress
ancillary /en'silori/ adjective pro-
viding help or support o nursing and
ancillary services
annex /a'neks/ verb to incorporate
territory into another country or state
annexation /,@nek'serf(a)n/ noun
the act of one state taking possession
of a territory claimed by another, and
claiming it as its own
annexe, annex noun a document
added or attached to another m verb 1.
to attach a document 2. (of a state) to
take possession of a territory claimed
by another and claim it as its own o
The island was annexed by the neigh-
bouring republic. (NOTE: [all senses]
The US spelling is annex.)
announce /o'navns/ verb to tell
something to the public or to a group
of people o The returning officer an-
nounced the result of the election. o
The Foreign Secretary announced that
he would be going to Nigeria shortly.
announcement /o'naunsmont/
noun 1. a public statement giving in-
formation o An announcement about
the date of the election is expected
very soon. o to make an announce-

ment to give information about some-
thing publicly o The Home Secretary
will make an announcement later to-
day. 2. the act of telling something
publicly o The chairman of the council
made an announcement about the de-
velopment plans.

Annual  General Meeting
/,@njual dzen(a)ral 'miitig/ noun a
meeting of all the members of a socie-
ty or shareholders of a company which
takes place once a year to agree the ac-
counts and decide general policy.
Abbr AGM

Annual Meeting / &njuol 'miztiy/
noun a meeting of a local council,
which takes place once a year, to ap-
prove the accounts and elect a mayor
among other things

annulment of adjudication /s
.nalmant av 9,dzuzdr'kerf(a)n/ noun
the cancelling of a legal order such as
one making someone bankrupt

another place /o'nado plers/ »
place

answer /'a:nsa/ noun a reply, letter
or conversation coming after someone
else has written or spoken o written
answer a formal reply to a question
put in writing to a Minister m verb 1.
to speak or write after someone has
spoken or written to you 2. to reply
formally to an accusation

answerable /'ains(o)rob(d)l/ ad-
Jjective responsible for explaining why
actions have been taken o He is an-
swerable to Parliament for the con-
duct of the Armed Forces.

anti- /&nti/ prefix against o an anti-
drug campaign o the anti-terrorist
squad o Anti-government posters ap-
peared in the streets.

anticipation /een, tist'perf(a)n/
noun doing something before it is due
to be done or before something ex-
pected happens (NOTE: It is out of or-
der on grounds of anticipation for a
motion to be mentioned or discussed
in the House of Commons before the
day on which it is scheduled for dis-
cussion.)
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anti-trust / nti 'trast/ adjective at-
tacking monopolies and encouraging
competition o anti-trust laws or legis-
lation

AOB abbreviation any other business

apartheid /o'pa:thert/ noun the
racist policy, operating until 1993 in
South Africa, by which different racial
groups were kept apart in most cir-
cumstances, largely to benefit the
white population

apolitical /empa'litik(o)l/ adjective
not interested in politics, or not con-
cerned with politics

apologist /o'polod3ist/ noun some-
one who publicly defends a doctrine
or ideology

a posteriori /er posteri'ori/ Latin
phrase meaning ‘from what comes
after” Compare a priori o a posteri-
ori argument an argument based on
observation

apparat /'zporet/ noun the large
group of state employees who ran a
Communist country

apparatchik / &po'rettfik/ noun
1. a government employee in a Com-
munist country 2. a civil servant who
follows rules too closely and works
slowly (disapproving or humorous;
used as criticism) (NOTE: The plural
is apparatchiki or apparatchiks.)

appeal /o'pi:l/ noun 1. a challenge to
the ruling of the chairman of a meet-
ing o Senator Brown made an appeal
against the ruling of the President of
the Senate. 2. the process of asking a
government department to change a
decision o The appeal against the
planning decision will be heard next
month. 3. the process of asking a high-
er court to change a decision of a low-
er court o an appeal to the House of
Lords m verb to ask someone to
change a decision o The company ap-
pealed against the decision of the
planning officers. o She has appealed
to the Supreme Court. (NOTE: you ap-
peal to a court or against a decision;
an appeal is heard and allowed or
dismissed)

Appeal Committee /o'pi:l ko
.miti/ noun a committee set up by the
House of Lords to consider petitions
to appeal to the House of Lords from
the Court of Appeal

Appeal Court /o'pi:l ko:t/ noun the
civil or criminal court to which a per-
son may go to ask for a decision made
by a lower court to be changed, and
the decisions of which are binding on
the High Court and lower courts. Also
called Court of Appeal, Court of
Appeals
COMMENT: In English law, in the major-
ity of cases decisions of lower courts
and of the High Court can be ap-
pealed to the Court of Appeal. The
Court of Appeal is divided into the Civil
Division and the Criminal Division.
The Civil Division hears appeals from
the County Court and the High Court;
the Criminal Division hears appeals
from the Crown Court. From the Court
of Appeal, appeal lies at present to the
House of Lords. In 2004 parliament
was debating legislation to replace the
House of Lords with another final
court of appeal to be called the Su-
preme Court. Appeals from some
Commonwealth countries may be
heard from the highest court of these
countries by the Judicial Committee of
the Privy Council, which is at present
in effect made up of the same judges
as the House of Lords.
appease /2'pi:z/ verb to make con-
cessions to another person, group or
country in order to avoid conflict
appeasement /o'pi:zmont/ noun
the policy of avoiding conflict by
making concessions
appellate /o'pelot/ adjective relat-
ing to a legal or formal appeal o ap-
pellate jurisdiction the jurisdiction of
the House of Lords to hear appeals
Appellate Committee /o'pelot ko
,miti/ noun the committee of the
House of Lords which considers ap-
peals and reports on them to the House
appendix /o'pendiks/ noun addi-
tional text at the end of a document o
The map showing the properties cov-
ered by the proposal is attached as an
Appendix. o See Appendix B for the
list of county councils. (NOTE: The
plural is appendices.)
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appoint /o'point/ verb to choose
someone for a job o The government
has appointed a QC to head the in-
quiry. o The council has appointed a
race relations adviser.

appointee /opoin'ti:/ noun a person
who is appointed to a job
appointment />'pomntmont/ noun
1. an arrangement to meet o by ap-
pointment by arrangement in advance
2. the fact of being given a new job o
his recent appointment as an EU
Commissioner o by royal appoint-
ment requested by a king or queen as
a supplier of goods or services 3. a job
o applied for a government appoint-
ment

apportionment /5'po:f(a)nmont/
noun the distribution of seats in the
US House of Representatives or a
state legislature in proportion to the
population of states or electoral dis-
tricts

appropriation /s proupri'erf(a)n/
noun the granting of money for a par-
ticular purpose, especially allocating
money to be spent by a particular gov-
ernment department

appropriation  bill /5,proupri
‘e1f(a)n bil/ noun in the US Congress,
a bill which grants money to the gov-
ernment to be used in a way which has
been approved in an authorisation bill
appropriations committee /o
prouvpri'erf(a)nz ko,miti/ noun es-
pecially in the US Congress, a com-
mittee which examines government
spending

a priori /.er prar'oiri/ Latin phrase
meaning ‘from what came before.
Compare a posteriori o a priori ar-
gument reasoning based on principles
or assumptions, not on real examples
Arabism /'&robiz(s)m/ noun sup-
port for Arab causes or viewpoints
Arab League /'xrob lirg/ noun a
political and economic association of
Arab states

arbitrate /'a:bitrert/ verb to settle a
legal dispute between parties by refer-
ring it to an outside person instead of
going to court, e.g. in a building, ship-

ping or employment dispute o to arbi-
trate in a dispute

arbitration /.a:br'treif(o)n/ noun
the settling of a dispute by an outside
person, chosen by both sides o to sub-
mit a dispute to arbitration o to refer a
question to arbitration o to take a dis-
pute to arbitration o to go to arbitra-
tion

arbitration agreement /a:b:
'tre1f(a)n 9,gritmont/ noun the
agreement by two parties to allow an
independent person to try to settle the
dispute between them

arbitration award /,a:br'trerf(o)n
9,woid/ noun the ruling given by an
independent person who has been
asked to settle a dispute

arbitration board /,a:br'trerf(o)n
bord/, arbitration tribunal /a:br
'trerf(9)n trar,bjuin(a)l/ noun an in-
dependent group of people involved in
settling a legal dispute

arbitrator /'a:bitrerta/ noun an in-
dependent person who is chosen by
both sides in a dispute to try to settle it
o an industrial arbitrator o to accept
or reject the arbitrator’s ruling
archives /'a:karvz/ plural noun his-
torical records o 18th century archives
of borough council meetings
archivist /'a:kivist/ noun a person
who is responsible for the official
records of a government department,
local authority or other group
aristocracy /ari'stokrasi/ noun
the class in society composed of fam-
ilies who are landowners and who
have inherited titles such as Lord or
Duke

aristocrat /'zristokret/ noun a
member of the aristocracy o Many
aristocrats were killed during the rev-
olution.

aristocratic /@risto'kretik/ ad-
jective relating to the aristocracy o
aristocratic families

Aristotle /'aristot(o)l/ noun the
Ancient Greek philosopher (384-322
BC) who began the study of political
constitutions in his book The Politics
(NOTE: Aristotle claimed that ‘man
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was a political animal’, meaning that
living in political society was natural
for human beings.)

arm /a:m/ verb to provide with weap-
ons

armaments /'a:momonts/ plural
noun heavy weapons

armed /a:md/ adjective provided
with weapons o It’s now common to
see armed guards at airports.

armed conflict /,a:xmd kon'flikt/
noun war

armed forces /,a:md 'fo:siz/ plural
noun the army, navy and air force

armed neutrality /a:md nju:
'treeloti/ noun the condition of a
country which is not directly involved
in a war between other countries, but
is ready to defend itself in case it can-
not avoid becoming involved

armistice /'‘armistis/ noun the
agreement to stop fighting at the end
of a war

armoury /'‘a:mari/ noun the arms of
a country o a country’s nuclear ar-
moury (NOTE: The US spelling is ar-
mory.)

arms control /'‘axmz kon,troul/
noun the control of the sale of weap-
ons by one country to another

arms race /'a:mz rers/ noun com-
petition between countries to buy
more and better weapons

army /'a:mi/ noun the part of a coun-
try’s armed forces which fights mainly
on land

article /'a:tik(a)l/ noun 1. a section
of a legal agreement o See article 8 of
the constitution. 2. o articles of asso-
ciation, articles of incorporation US
a document which regulates the way
in which a company’s affairs are man-
aged

ASEAN abbreviation Association of
Southeast Asian Nations

Asquith /'zskwi6/, Herbert Henry
(1852-1928) His 1908-16 govern-
ment introduced retirement pensions
and national insurance, and passed the
Parliament Act (1911) that restricted

the power of the House of Lords to
veto bills

assembly /o'sembli/ noun 1. a
group of elected people who have the
power to pass laws 2. a group of elect-
ed or appointed people who come to-
gether to discuss political issues and
make decisions, especially for a spe-
cific region o the assembly of the Or-
ganization of American States o the
General Assembly of the United Na-
tions the meeting of all the members
of the United Nations to discuss inter-
national problems, where each mem-
ber state has one vote 3. the action of
coming together in a group for a meet-
ing o the right of assembly
assemblyman /5'semblimon/
noun in some countries, a member of
a group of people who come together
to discuss political problems or pass
laws

assembly member /o'sembli
,memba/, Assembly Member noun
a member of an elected or appointed
group of people who come together to
discuss political problems or pass
laws o a Welsh Assembly Member
Member of the Welsh Assembly
Assembly of Deputies /o,sembli
av 'depjutiz/ noun the lower house of
the legislature in Romania
Assembly of the Republic /o
,sembli av 05 r1'pablik/ noun the leg-
islature in Portugal

assemblywoman /a'sembli
,wumon/ noun in some countries, a
woman who is a member of a group of
people who come together to discuss
political problems or pass laws
assistant /o'sist(o)nt/ noun a per-
son who helps someone else, especial-
ly a superior employee o The assistant
librarian is away on holiday.
associate of the Crown Office
/a,sausiert av 01 kraun 'nfrs/ noun an
official who is responsible for the ad-
ministrative work of a court
Association of First Division
Civil Servants /5,sousierf(o)n ov
[faist dr'viz(e)n s1v(9)l 's3aivonts/
noun a trade union representing the
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most important British civil servants.
Also called First Division Associa-
tion. Abbr FDA. » Civil and Public
Services Association, Public
Services, Tax and Commerce Un-
ion

ASSR abbreviation Autonomous So-
viet Socialist Republic

assumption /o'sampfon/ noun 1.
something that is believed to be true
without proof o The assumption that
such people have a genuine choice of
schools for their children is false. o on
the assumption that taking some-
thing as generally accepted o Such
cases have usually been decided on
the assumption that it is better for
young children to live with their moth-
er. 2. the process of beginning to take
responsibility for something o as-
sumption of office the time when
someone starts a job o On his assump-
tion of office, the premier arrested sev-
eral of the ministers in the former gov-
ernment.

asylum /o'sailom/ noun the right of
someone to stay in a country that is not
their own when their own country has
treated them badly for political rea-
sons o to ask for (political) asylum to
ask to be allowed to remain in a for-
eign country because it would be dan-
gerous to return to the home country
for political reasons

asylum seeker /o'sailom sitko/
noun someone who has left their own
country because they are in danger for
political reasons and asks to be al-
lowed to stay in another country o bo-
gus asylum seeker someone who
comes to and asks to stay in another
country because economic conditions
are better rather than because of bad
treatment at home. » economic mi-
grant

Atlanticism /ot'laent1siz(a)m/
noun a belief that western Europe and
the United States can gain political
and economic benefits from coopera-
tion, especially in military matters
attaché /o'tx[e1/ noun a senior offi-
cial in an embassy o a military attaché
o a cultural attaché o The government

ordered the commercial attaché to re-
turn home.

attack /o'tek/ verb 1. to try to hurt or
harm someone o The security guard
was attacked by three men carrying
guns. 2. to criticise someone or some-
thing o MPs attacked the government
for not spending enough money on the
police. m noun 1. the act of trying to
hurt or harm someone o There has
been an increase in attacks on police
or in terrorist attacks on planes. 2.
criticism o The newspaper published
an attack on the government.
attack dog /o'tak dog/ noun an ag-
gressive supporter or spokesperson for
a politician or political party
attainder /o'teinds/ noun formerly,
the method used to convict people of
treason by an act of parliament rather
than holding a trial
Attlee /'xtli/, Clement, 1st Earl At-
tlee (1883-1967) His postwar govern-
ment (1945-51) was the first majority
Labour government and it introduced
the welfare state and granted inde-
pendence to India (1947)
attorney general /5,t3mi
'dzen(a)ral/ noun the chief law offic-
er of the Australian Commonwealth or
one of its states or territories
Attorney-General /3,t3:mi
'dzen(o)ral/ noun 1. in the United
Kingdom, one of the Law Officers, a
Member of Parliament and member of
the government, who advises govern-
ment departments on legal problems
and decides if major criminal offences
should be tried 2. in a US state or in
the federal government, the head of le-
gal affairs (NOTE: In the US Federal
Government, the Attorney-General
is in charge of the Justice Depart-
ment.)

COMMENT: In the US Federal Govern-

ment, the Attorney-General is in

charge of the Department of Justice.
attributable /o'tribjutob(e)l/ ad-
jective able to be reported as an offi-
cial statement of government policy
with the source of the report named
Atty. Gen. abbreviation Attorney
General



audience

audience /'s:diens/ noun an inter-
view or discussion with an important
person o The Prime Minister has a
weekly audience of the Queen.

Audit Commission /o:dit ko
'mif(9)n/ noun an independent body
in the UK which examines the ac-
counts of local authorities and checks
for possible fraud and corruption

auditor-general [*oudito
'dzen(a)ral/ noun an officer of the
Australian government who makes
sure government expenditure is ap-
proved by law

Australian ballot /pstreilion
'baelot/ noun same as secret ballot

Australian Capital Territory /o
stretlion 'kaeprt(a)l 'terstri/ noun
the region round the capital, Canberra,
which is not part of any of the states.
Abbr ACT

Australian Democrats /o
,stretlion 'demakrets/ noun in Aus-
tralia, a political party that has held
power in the Australian upper house
for most of the time since 1977

Australian Labor Party /o
,stretlion 'letbs ,pa:ti/ noun in Aus-
tralia, the principal political party of
the left and one of the two main polit-
ical parties. Abbr ALP

autarchy /'o:ta:ki/ noun the situa-
tion where a state has total power over
itself, and rules itself without outside
interference

autarky /'o:ta:ki/ noun the situation
where a state can provide all it needs
without outside help

authorisation bill /,o:6orar'zerfn
bil/ noun US in the US Congress, a
bill which permits the spending of
money on a project. It may also limit
the amount of money which can be
spent.

authoritarian /o:,0orr'tesrion/ ad-
jective exercising strict control o au-
thoritarian regime a government
which rules its people strictly and
does not allow anyone to oppose its
decisions

authoritarianism /o:,06orr'tearion
1z(3)m/ noun the theory that a gov-
ernment must rule its people strictly
authority /o:'06oriti/ noun 1. the of-
ficial power given to someone to do
something, the legal right to do some-
thing o He has no authority to act on
our behalf. o She was acting on the
authority of the Borough Treasurer. o
On whose authority were these com-
puters ordered? 2. the person or book
which has the best information o She
is an authority on the benefit system. o
Erskine May is the authority on par-
liamentary procedure. 3. o the au-
thorities the government or people
who have legal power over something
o The authorities are trying to put
down the riots. o The prison authori-
ties have complained abo