Enhanced reading comprehension: Using literary elements
The following major literary elements can be used as a basic framework for enhancing the comprehension and analysis of literary texts:
	Contexts: From a wider perspective, what is the historical, philosophical, political, economic, cultural context of the story? Do you know anything about the author and the time that he/she worked in? Are there any significant links between any aspect of the context and the story?

	Setting: What is the time and place in which the work is set? What is the importance of this for our reading of the story?

	Narrative mode, voice and point of view: How is the story told, can you identify literary, theatrical, cinematic, lyrical, etc. features? Is there anything particular about the narrative voice through which the story is told? Through whose perspective is the story told? How does this inform our understanding of the story? 

	Plot: What the logical sequence of events developing in the story?

	Characters: Who are the main characters in the story? Who are the secondary characters? How are they constructed? What are the relationships between them?

	Conflict: What are the main conflicts in the story? Are they internal (in the mind of the protagonist) or external (between the protagonist and other characters/external forces)?

	Motifs: In a literary work, a motif is a recurrent image, idea or symbol that develops or explains something of major importance for our understanding of the work. Can you identify such motifs?

	Stylistic devices: What are the most prominent stylistic devices, e.g. similes (“your eyes are like the sun”), metaphors (“your eyes are suns”), allegory (fables), imagery (visual details)?

	Themes: What is/are the central idea/ideas of a story? How does it/do they inform our understanding of real life?


