
Religion, Politics, and Security in the 

International Relations 

Course instructor: 

Dr. Iskren Ivanov 

Phone: 

(+3592)8701193 

Mail: 

i_ivanov@phls.uni-sofia.bg 

On campus: 

Campus 4, Office 322 

Office hours: 

By appointment. 

Overview 

This course explains the connection between religion, politics, and security through a 

combined political science and religious studies approach. The syllabus divides it into 

three modules. In the first part, students will get familiar with the essential theories of 

religion and their relevance to politics. The second facet examines the major religious 

teachings and the violent aspects of their theological profile. Finally, the course 

stresses several less familiar cults, which, although having a minor influence on 

younger generations, are still central to the foundation of its political attitudes. This 

course is not about theology or applied sciences.   

Purpose 

The purpose of this course is to: 

 Explain what the relation between religion, politics, and security is. 

 Explore the violent interpretations of all major religious teachings. 

 Assess the need for de-radicalization and secularization of international 

relations. 

Expected outcomes 

Upon successful completion of this course, students are expected to: 

 Generate substantial knowledge about religion as part of international 

relations. 

 Achieve fluency in the fundamental theories of religion and politics. 

 Assess the religious implications on political violence. 

 Analyze the need for de-radicalization of political extremists. 

Grading 

 70% upon successful and analytical writing of your essay. 

 20% upon active participation in classes. 

 10% upon interaction with our guest speakers. 
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Schedule 

Date Topic 

Week 1 Introduction. Overview of the syllabus. Assessing the connection between 

religion, politics, and security. 

Week 2 Religion and Politics: Case Studies and Theories 

Week 3 Religion and Security: Case Studies and Theories 

Week 4 Guest speaker. Topic: Religion and Conspiracies in the United States 

Week 5 Christianity and Politics: Security implications 

Week 6 Islam and Security: Political Islam and Moderate Islam 

Week 7 Shintoism and Political Cultivation 

Week 8 Buddhist Politics: The concept of political Dharma 

Week 9 Guest speaker. Topic: Violent interpretations of religion 

Week 10 Hindu nationalism and politics 

Week 11 Taoism and Confucianism in Chinese politics. 

Week 12 Closing session 

Grading Scale 

Essay Points Grade 

100 – 94 A 

93 – 90 A- 

89 – 86 B 

85 – 79 B- 

78 – 75 C 

75 – 69 C- 

68 – 50 D 

50 – 0  F 
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